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The purpose of this newsletter is to keep stakeholders updated on progress and

accomplishments of the Advanced Nurse Education – Nurse Practitioner Residency

(ANE-NPR) Program.

In 2019, the University of Southern Indiana (USI) was awarded a four-year $1.7 million federal

HRSA grant to develop this 12-month residency program for nurse practitioner (NP) graduates

in primary care settings serving rural and underserved populations in southwestern Indiana.

USI is collaborating with community-based health clinics to provide these unique experiences:

The residents focus will be both clinical and academic enhancements that will assist in the

transition from academia to practice and prepare them as primary care providers. The

residency program includes precepted clinical practice, specialty rotations, mentoring

sessions and enhanced didactic education.  
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Relationships Between Physicians
and Professional Boundaries
Roles and Responsibilities
Social Security Disabilities
Population-Focused Primary
Behavioral Healthcare
Comfort in Treating the Lifestyle
Sleep Disorders

Ascension Medical Group
Women's Health

DR. ELIZABETH KALB 

Social Determinants of Health
Obesity Management in Adults
and Children

University of Southern Indiana

DR. JULIE MCCULLOUGH 

Cultural Diversity, Implicit
Bias, Racial Trauma

ECHO Community Health Care

LEE ANN ASSALONE

Leadership Skills, Communication
and Professionalism

University of Southern Indiana

DR. BELLE MCCOOL

Billing/Coding and ICD
Diagnosis

Paul Morrison, MD 

CIARA HAMMER, FNP

Management of the Suicidal
Patient
Integration of Behavioral Health
in Primary Care 

ECHO Community Health Care

KENT LESLIE

The Challenges and Joys of Community
Health 

ECHO Community Health Care

DR. DAVID LIPPMAN

Prescribing Controlled
Substances: A Reflection of
Your Practice

Southwestern Behavioral
Health Care - Stepping Stone

DR. JAMES MACKE

Lyme Disease

ECHO Community Health Care

ALAN SWARTZ, FNP

Geriatrics Pt. 1

Deaconess Health System

VALERIE TURPEN, NP



Motivational Interviewing

University of Southern Indiana

BONNIE RINKS

Triage and Crisis Management

University of Southern Indiana

DR. KATHY RIEDFORD 
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Schizophrenia Spectrum and
Disorders

Southwestern Behavioral
Health Care

DR. GREGORY UNFRIED

ANA Ethics
Community Needs
assessment
Meaningful Use
Health Information Exchange/
Role Transition 
Writing Prescriptions

University of Southern Indiana

DR. LORI PHILLIPS

Management of Common Respiratory
Problems

Deaconess

JULIE MORGAN

Alzheimer's and Dementia

Memorial Hospital and Health
Care Center

OLIVIA TAYLOR, PMHNP

STI's
Workshop on exam and test
collections

Evansville Christian Health Clinic

KELLIE JARBOE, NP

Neurological Issues

Deaconess

KIM BURK, AGACNP

Endocrinology

Deaconess

SHELIA SANTACANA, NP
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UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITIES

Post COVID 19 Conditions
The Role of Telehealth in Expanding Access to Healthcare During the COVID-19
Pandemic: Considerations for Vaccine Uptake and Monitoring for Adverse Events
Evaluating and Supporting Patients Presenting with Fatigue Following Covid-19
Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccines: CDC’s Recommendations for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
Vaccine Primary Series in Children 5–11 Years Old
What Clinicians Need to Know about the Recent Updates to CDC’s Recommendations
for COVID-19 Boosters

The residents spend time with the most recent updates regarding COVID 19 from the CDC.
These are available through the CDC’s Clinical Outreach and Communication Activity
(COCA). Each week the CDC offers COCA updates regarding COVID 19.

Activities residents have participated in include:

COVID 19 MODULES

Endocrinology
Holly's House
Aurora
Drug Treatment Court
OB/GYN
Pulmonary
Stepping Stone
Cardiovascular
Podiatry
Orthopedic

Each resident spends time in multiple specialty areas. Working in rural and underserved
areas, primary care providers will often be the first to see these patients. Specialists
offer expert insight for the residents into their specialty areas, valuable clinical pearls,
referral considerations, and allows time for wonderful networking opportunities.

Areas the residents have spent time in these first months include:

SPECIALTY CLINICS

EPD Ride Along
Injection Clinic
Mental Health Court
Daviess Co. Partnership Connections
Daviess Co. Health Dept.
Evansville State Hospital
Hope's Voice Domestic Violence Treatment Center
Knox Co. Family Recovery Court
Generations



Mackenzie attended the MAIA conference in August 2022; keynote speakers were Gregory

Jicha, MD, PhD, a Professor of Neurology with University of Kentucky HealthCare. He is

board certified by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology and presented on Normal

Brain Aging.

Erin Ramsey, MPA, has worked in the non-profit sector for 30 years and has a degree in child

development and psychology from California State University. Erin presented Rest and

Rejuvenate: Paving a Positive Path Forward. Erin owns a farm to provide a place of inspiration

and rejuvenation for the well-being of others.

Pauline Boss, PhD, shared her stress-based approach to find meaning and new hope  through

her presentation, Caregiving Through Uncertain Times: Finding Meaning and New Hope in

Ambiguous Loss. Boss has studied ambiguous loss since the 1970's, giving families guidance

through care giving.

John Omura, MD, MPH, and Laura Whalen, MPH, presented Risk Reduction Strategies for

Brain Health. Omura is the Medical Officer on the Alzheimers Disease Team for the CDC. He

actively participates in national initiatives to implement public health approaches to

addressing brain health, Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias and healthy aging. 

 Whalen is an epidemiologist and a Public Health Advisor for the CDC. She coordinates

support to state, local and tribal public health departments in implementing public health

approaches to addressing brain health, including Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias,

and elevating early detection and diagnosis of dementia as a public health priority
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This program is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of an award totaling $396,091.00 with 0 percent financed with non-

governmental sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of,

nor an endorsement, by HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government. For more information, please visit HRSA.gov.

For more information visit: USI NPR Program

https://www.usi.edu/health/nursing/degrees-and-programs/nurse-practitioner-residency-program/

