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It is important for your voice to be heard and for you to be engaged in decisions that can impact your
health. This can be done by staying up-to-date with the legislation that is being passed by the state

government. Being active in this process keeps you more informed, and helps you come election time.

How does the General
Assembly operate?

Whether you are a patient, provider,
healthcare organization, etc., it is important to be

aware and engaged with the legislative side of healthcare.

This is a guide to help users locate and utilize information on the Ohio
General Assembly website, aiding them in being more informed and

engaged in state laws about healthcare.
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OhioSenate.gov - bills becoming law

Who are my legislators?

What are they voting for?

What bills are there
involving healthcare?

The Ohio General Assembly operates the whole
year from the first Monday in January to the last
Friday in December.

If it is thought to be necessary, the governor has
or the presiding officers have the ability to call a
special session.

There are 33 legislators who make up the
Senate and 99 legislators make up the House of
Representatives. Senators server 4 year terms
while House Representatives
serve 2 year terms. Term limits are
set at 8 consecutive years.

Bills can be drafted by either the
House or Senate but it must pass
both houses to become law.

How can I contact them?

What health committees
are there?

When do the House
and Senate meet?

Knowing who your legislators are is a big step in following policy.
Ohio's website allows you to search who your representatives are.

Once you know who is representing you, it is key to know how they
are voting on different bills. This helps you to identify what bills they

are supporting and if you would like to keep them in office.

>For the house, you can scroll down on the
legislators page and find their contact
information in the bottom right. For the senate,
their information can be found on the left after
scrolling down.

>Under the "Committees" tab select either
house or senate committees and then scroll
down to the H's. The house and the senate
committee names change from assembly to
assembly, but will have "Health" in the name.

Welcome to the Ohio General Assembly Website
There are numerous tabs and resources that can be navigated within the site that
can be useful. There are a select few of those that are going to be focused on here.

At any time, you can select the seal in the top left to return to the home page.

>For lists of legislators, select the legislators
tab at the top and choose either directory, or
use the quick links at the bottom left. Then
you can use the tool bars to find legislators.

>Entering your address in the bottom
right will show you your state senator and
your state representative, as well as display
interactive district maps.

>Here you can select either the house or
senate representative where you can get
more information on both.

>You can also send senators a message directly
through the website by selecting the "Contact"
tab. Sending letters in the mail to your
representatives is a good way of being heard.

An idea for a bill is proposed
A legislator in the house or senate sponsors it
A draft of the bill is written
The draft is assigned to a committee
The bill must pass three readings in the
originating chamber (house or senate)
When all three are passed, it goes to the other
chamber to be reviewed.
When both house and senate have a majority
vote, the bill is passed.
It goes to the governor to be signed, not signed
and passed in seven days without action, or
vetoed.
When vetoed, it can be passed without signature 
with a majority vote in both chambers

>To find bills about healthcare go to the
"Legislation" drop down and select "Search
Legislation." By going to "Status Reports" in
the drop down instead, you can open a PDF
that shows the actions taken on each bill.

>When you find the bill you want, select the
bill number on the left and it will bring you to
a summary page. This will give you all of the
general information about the bill and access
the current PDF version of the bill.

>Under the status page you can see the
current status of the bill and review the
previous actions that have been taken on the
bill.

>Going to the votes page you can see all of the
voting that has taken place and see how votes
were cast. To see how the legislators voted on
each bill, click on the show breakdown.

>Choose the General Assembly year that you
want in the top left before searching. Then
filter by committee to find the health
committees of the house or senate. Under
status, as enrolled are bills that have passed.

>Under these committees you can see the
legislators that make up the committee and at
the bottom of the page, you can find the
schedule for that committee.

>To see the Assembly's schedule, you can
navigate the "Schedules" tab at the top to
find the session schedule for both houses.

>This will pull up the scheduled sessions for
both branches of the Assembly. The "Legislative
Calendar" also displays other session information.

>Going back to the home page, you can
sign up for a My Ohio Legislature account.
Here you can track bills and legislature that
interests you and be notified of committee
meetings and cancellations.

For information about how to vote and register to vote,
visit one of these websites

https://www.usa.gov/how-to-vote

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/

https://ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/site/government/topic-
hubs/voting-and-elections/voting-and-elections

>The house and senate websites are laid out
differently but you can find much of the
same information on them
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