
USI Faculty Senate  

Agenda 

Friday, February 2, 2018 

UCE 2207 

2:30 p.m.  

 

1. Substance Abuse Committee – elect faculty member 

2. Ideas for USI Budget hearings  

3. Follow-up on Academic Partnerships presentation 

4. Report from Provost Dr. Rochon 

5. Report from Faculty Senate Chair Peter Whiting 

6. Approval of minutes –   

o January 19, 2018 

7. New Business 

o Travel Per Diem charge 

o  Examination of Travel Per Diem Rates charge 

8. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 



Substance Abuse Committee 2017 – 2018 
 

This committee, appointed by the president, reviews the effectiveness of drug and alcohol 
programs at the University of Southern Indiana as required in "The Drug-Free Schools and 
Community Act Amendment of 1989" (Public Law 101-226). This committee monitors the 
effectiveness of the drug and alcohol policies as related to appropriate sanctions and education, 
referral and rehabilitation programs and makes appropriate reports and recommendations to 
the president on at least an annual basis. A comprehensive biennial review of the effectiveness 
of the program and a report prepared for the U.S. Department of Education are mandated by 
federal law. The committee consists of the dean of students as chair; the director of Counseling; 
director of Recreation, Fitness, and Wellness; director of Housing and Residence Life; director of 
Religious Life; director of Student Development; director of Public Safety; a representative from 
Athletics; a representative from Planning, Research, and Assessment; a representative from Staff 
Council; a representative from the Administrative Senate; two faculty members; and three 
student members  recommended by SGA. Additional university staff may be asked to serve upon 
the recommendation of the dean of students. 
 
2017- 2018 Members 
 
Dr. Bryan Rush, Dean of Students, Chair 
Nick Bebout, Network Technician II 
Joe Binkley 
Soo Chung, Student 
Dr. Katherine Draughon, Chief Data Officer 
David Enzler, Director of Recreation, Fitness, and Wellness 
Christine Hoehn, Director of Religious Life 
Dr. Thomas Longwell, Director of Counseling 
Kairon Markey, Student 
Jasmine Myers, Student 
Amy Price, Director of Housing and Residence Life 
Dr. Kathy Riedford, Associate Professor of Nursing 
Carmen Stoen, Director of Student Development Programs 
Steve Bequette, Director of Public Safety 
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CHARGE TO THE USI FACULTY SENATE 

Formal Request for USI Faculty Senate Action 

 

Name:  Melissa Stacer  (Optional) 

Date of Submission:  12-4-17 

Name of Faculty Senate Representative: 

 1.  Wes Durham 

 2.  Charles Conaway 

 3.  Nicholas LaRowe 

Complete the following items and submit this form to either your Faculty Senate Representative or to the Faculty 

Senate Chair for consideration by the Faculty Senate. 

1. Charge Title: 

Travel Per Diems 

2. Background: 

Provide an explanation of the background and context for the proposed charge. What problem, issue, or 

experience prompts the proposal of the charge? 
 

Currently, USI has a flat rate per diem of $32 per day for out-of-state travel. This is extremely low given some 

of the major cities many faculty travel to for conferences and on other university business. Other universities 

in Indiana, such as Purdue University and Indiana State University, calculate per diem utilizing federal per diem 

rates from the U.S. General Services Administration CONUS website. The USI per diem rates should be 

increased to better reflect actual costs of travel.  

 

3. Action Requested and Desired Result: 

Specifically state what action you would like the Senate to take and the desired outcome that you would like 

to see. 

I would like to see the Senate to explore with Travel Services and appropriate administratators a new per diem 

calculation based upon specific location. Ideally, this calculation would utilize CONUS and the federal per diem 

rates.   

 

4. Potential Resources: 

Provide any information that can help Faculty Senate fully address the charge.  Attach additional documents if 

necessary. 
 

This is the GSA website where one can enter the state and city to see a calculated per diem. The per diem is 

the last colum on the right titled "M&IE." https://www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates  

 

This website is for Purdue University Travel, which includes the link to the GSA CONUS website listed above. 

http://www.purdue.edu/business/travel/Subsistence/subsist2.html 

 



This is the Indiana State University Travel website. Under the tab "Reimbursements" there is a section on 

"Subsistence" that refers to the use of the federal per diem rates per CONUS. 

http://www2.indstate.edu/controller/travel.htm    

 

 

Items 5-7 are to be completed by Senate Chair of Secretary: 
  

5. Senate Comments: 

 

 

6. Action Taken by the Faculty Senate: 

 

 

7. Action Taken by the Administration: 



 

 

CHARGE TO THE USI FACULTY SENATE 

Formal Request for USI Faculty Senate Action 

 

Name:  Austin Anderson  (Optional) 

Date of Submission:  12/8/2017 

Name of Faculty Senate Representative: 

 1.  Dr. Brandon Field 

 2.  Dr. Sangwoo Heo 

 3.  Dr. Kenneth Purcell 

Complete the following items and submit this form to either your Faculty Senate Representative or to the Faculty 

Senate Chair for consideration by the Faculty Senate. 

1. Charge Title: 

Examination of Travel Per Diem Rates 

2. Background: 

Provide an explanation of the background and context for the proposed charge. What problem, issue, or 

experience prompts the proposal of the charge? 
 

Currently , the per diem rate for out of state travel stands at $32 ($26 for in state travel) for the provision of 

expenses for 3 meals.  For travel to anywhere of note (i.e., a city), this does not adequately cover the costs for 

meals and sustenance.  As these funds, generally, come from a faculty member's depertment/college 

allotment or grant funds, this seems like an area that could be brought into reconcilliation without increased 

budgetary costs to the university.   

 

3. Action Requested and Desired Result: 

Specifically state what action you would like the Senate to take and the desired outcome that you would like 

to see. 

I would like the senate to investigate the raising of these per diem rates to allow for an amount that will more 

adequately cover the cost of faculty (and staff) sustenance when traveling.   

 

4. Potential Resources: 

Provide any information that can help Faculty Senate fully address the charge.  Attach additional documents if 

necessary. 
 

I did not spend much time looking around at "peer institutions" in our area, but I did look at travel information 

for Indiana State University (http://www2.indstate.edu/controller/travel.htm) and Western Kentucky 

University (https://www.wku.edu/finadmin/travel/information.php) and found that both of those institutions 

rely on the federal US rates for per deim, which take into account specific location of travel and time of year 

when calculating these rates, for a more accurate overall assessment of meals and incidental expenses.  

(https://www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates/per-diem-rates-lookup).    

 

 

Items 5-7 are to be completed by Senate Chair of Secretary: 



 

 

  

5. Senate Comments: 

 

 

6. Action Taken by the Faculty Senate: 

 

 

7. Action Taken by the Administration: 


