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Background

• Identified need for

• Interprofessional education

• Traditional BSN students

• RN-BSN students

• Focus on global health



Interprofessional Education

• Traditional BSN students

• Simulations

• Clinical experiences

• Class activities



RN-BSN Interprofessional Education 

• Work in interprofessional environment

• Lack skills for collaboration

• Lack understanding of other professions

• Barriers

• Online education

• Asynchronous learning environment



Course Development

• Opportunity
• New general education package

• global embedded requirement

• Identified need for global health

• Endorsement by multiple programs 
• Required by 4 programs & open to others

• Developed by faculty from two different programs
• Jeri Burger – nursing

• Kevin Valadares – Health Administration

•Lots of coffee



Conceptual framework



Global Health

• Global health from different perspectives

• Physical

• Social

• Social justice and stewardship of resources

• Connections with local health and healthcare



Interprofessional 
Education



Group interaction

• Intentional groups

• Group discussion

• Group projects



Groups

• Faculty assigned groups

• 4 – 5 students per group

• At least one non-nursing major in each group

• Team building activities

• Introductions

• Discussion Board – beginning awareness of cultural 
differences



Group Discussion

• Social responses to global health

• Engagement – focus on current issues

• Epidemiology 



Group Projects

• Country Projects

• Poster Presentations



Country Projects

• Explore assigned country

• Healthcare system

• Health

• Social determinants of health

• Comparison to US

• Local implications



Poster Presentation

• Social justice and Stewardship of resources

• Explore a topic related to the country

• Present using a PowerPoint Poster template





Online Group Projects
Making it Work

Group Roles

• Group assigns roles and 
content areas

• Group Roles:

• Leader 

• Informant Communicator 

• Finisher

Content Assignments

• Introduction & conclusion 

• Policy making & Health services: 
Access to healthcare and barriers to 
health care

• Social factors: Social & physical 
determinates of health

• Individual behaviors, biology & 
genetics



Tools for Collaboration

Education on Blackboard Tools

• File sharing

• Discussion Boards

• Journals

• Blogs

Groups choose how to collaborate

• Blackboard tools

• Texting

• Skype

• Conference calls



Teaching – Interprofessional 

• Faculty co-teach the course

• Guest speakers from other programs

• Nursing

• Health administration

• Informatics

• Radiology Technology

• Health services – epidemiology

• Academic advisor with global health experience

• International students



Evaluation

• Attitudes toward Interprofessional Education

• RIPLS Survey

• Little change in attitudes toward interprofessional education

• Anecdotal data

• Enjoyed interaction

• Challenge of group work 



Challenges

• Some students have little experience with healthcare

• Difficult to explore perspectives of different providers

• Learn skills in teamwork and collaboration

• Group work online

• Communication! Communication! Communication!

• Large number of nursing students

• RN-BSN 

• Traditional BSN

• Some pre-nursing students



Challenges with Interprofessional 
Teaching

• Different perspectives

• See through different lenses

• Different teaching styles

• Experience with different student populations



Lessons Learned

• Allow time for groups to form before first project

• Provide structure for group activities

• Roles

• Content areas

• Group and individual grading of projects

• Embrace all differences, not just interprofessional

• Generational differences

• Life experiences

• Professional experiences

• Embrace diverse faculty perspectives



Going Forward
• Study Abroad Opportunities

• Increasing demand

• Experienced faculty help orient additional faculty

• Keep the spirit of the course alive

• Faculty load

• Combine online sections

• Faculty assigned to one section with guest speakers

• Explore additional teaching methodologies

• Bring in speakers from the outside



Questions?


