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HOW MAY THE UNITED STATES BE DIVIDED INTO REGIONS?

INTRODUCTION

Geograptiy Awareness Week is always the third week of November. As your
"Token Geography Expert," what better way to have a captive audience of some
of the best teachers in the state of Indiana than at cur fall meeting?

Most geography textbooks vou will be seeing for adoption this year will
t:ytouseﬂiefivemlifyingthamsafmaﬁ’l? (see the appendix) as part
of their approach to the subject. This lesson plan was created so that you
can use cne of these—-region., Frmthehmﬁoutymmnreadwhatther#ational
Geographic Society and the National Council of Geographic BEducators have de-
fined as region. By dividing the United States into manageable units, several
different ideas may be used. One can divide the country by time zones, acquisi-
tion of territory, climates, where tornadoes occur, division according to
the participation in the War Between the States, traditional regions, the
different sport. teams and their influence on their followers, landforms, natural
vegetation, and just about anything the students want---as long as they keep
in mind the definition of regions. é

OBJECTIVES

1. The purpose of this exercise is to acquaint the student(s) with the definition
of region,

2. The student(s) will be able to take a map of the United States and divide
ﬂxemapintoregionsbasedmmatﬂaeyhavedecidedasagm@.

3. By using available resources in geography, i.e. atlases or geography
books, the student(s) will be able to discover that there can be more

than one definition of region.
MATERIALS

1-5 blanks maps of the United States per group

Colored pencils or crayons

atlases or other reference books, even newspaper articles or magazines on
travel which have the regions divided (e.g. Home and Away from AAA)

PROCEDURES

1. Divide your class, unless you have already done S0, into groups of 3
or 4 students,

2. Give each group 1 to 5 blank maps of the United States.

3. Havethegzoupsbrainstoszorwaysﬂmattheythinkthemﬁtedstates
can be divided into regions. Have them make one list and then submit the
list to you. Upon your approval, they should then choose one of their ideas
and list the states involved in that region.

4. After the list has been created and recorded, with your approval the
group should proceed in creating and illustrating through color their region.
On their map they should give it a title so that others will know what the
region is that the group selected, (SEE ADAPTATIONS)

5. Should the group get stuck for ideas, direct them to look through their
textbooks, the atlas, or even the encyclopedia for ideas.



ADAPTATIONS

This exercise can be adapted for use in grades K-12. Students who are
in high school, and who still don't know where the individual states are lo-
cated, can find this a good review exercise. The ocutcome of this lesson should
be that the student(s) will realize that the definition of region is contingent
upon what it is being used for--physical, natural, or cultural?

For the older students, it might work out better if you gave them five
bilank maps and had them create five different regions., Other groups may come
up with scme similar ideas, but if you are enough of a "cop” you can lead
groups that came to you with, "We can't think of another region!" plea toward
any refersnce bocks that you may have in your classroom or library, :

This exercise, designed for grades K-12, can last a class period or a
week-—as always, it is up to the teacher to decide how extensive they wish :
to be. Once your exercise is over, you may wish to display the works of the .
groups. You can then follow-up with having the groups to look and see the
different regions that the state of Indiana is a member of, :



THE FIVE UNIFYING THEMES OF GEDGRAFHY

Ther National Geosgraphic Soclety (NGD) and several other organizations——the
MNational Council of Geography Educators, the American Association of Seographssrs,

P
and the Amarican Geographicsl Society AGES—have asciively ovomoted the use of
five wnifying themes In the ftesching of geography . The five are used as
organizers for the atlas activitias,  Wheen the aforementionsd organizations
formed  the Geographic Education National Implemsritation Project (GENIF)Y, the
stated purpose of the GENIF was to improve the status and guality of gecgraphic
eduration 1 grades K-12.

The following summaries of the five themes are bassd on 2xplanations and
@ dnspiwfs et by GENIFP.

L8CcCAaAaTIOHN

Tre firet geographic guestions is always "Wherse?™ and so tle most
furlamental geographic skill is the ability to describe where things are located.
tocation can be described in both relative and shosolute terms .

Bglative location describes where a place is in restion to obther places.
Which landforms and water bodiss are nesrby?  Which other places are o the
marth, south, =2ast, and west?  Which other places are st ihm sams  latituce?

Obesclute location directs ws o a precise position on the sarth’s surfacs
Our streset address and even ouwr telepbore nomber define the abesolube locabion of
ouar home . To descoribe abeolute location om & man or globe, wes use latitusds and
Iorvgitorde coorcinates.

Reasons for location also are part of the theme, amd they can be practical,

higtoric, geographic, or purely coliural.

PLACE

Besides having a specific location, every plare has many othser distinctive
characteristics.  They include not only iis naturel characieristics, bt ite
fedmart or cultural dharacteristics as well, Cultural charactscistics can be as
tangible as architecture or as intangible as religisus belisfs.

Matwral characteristics of a place nolude shape, landforos, water bodiss,
climate, wvegetation, and animzal life. Topics relsted o rotstion and eevo o
tion——such as ssasons, climats, ard tine zones--also can be considered part of
this aspect of the theme.

Cultural characteristics of & place ivchuds airports, shopping centers,

;:0-

highways, ralleoads, bridges, ared a1l other Dodlt mt rctures . Also included are
He languages, religions, political systems, and aven the arveal disbribution of

the inbabkitants.
Ways of representing plactes sre peri of the trems. Related topics ineluchs
scale models, linesr scals, map sywbolism, map projections, and spedial saps.

RELATIOGNSHIPRZE WITHIHN PLoACER
CAlss known as HUMANM AND ENVIROMPMENTALL INTERACTION

Humans  intsract with the envivornesnt i omany wsys . Mot n:m" s:b:: 35-*1:—&' ;j"”“xgg:”ﬁ:ﬁ
maturs o mest our nesds, we also adapt to it and sven ail fi
ways. Tre ways in which diferent peopdes intersct with fhe envics anmenf BrE
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affected by culiural backogrownd and techywslogizal reso

Feomle depernd on the enviconment for thelr bas
recreationasl activiiies.

Paople adact o the anvironmant with the clobhi
thay Duwild, and the way they uss the land i
ar langd wse alec are oart of the trens

Feople change the srvironment with theie
and mining.  Modern transportation systems dep
oo it

MOVEMENT

:

Faonls, products, informsiion, and

L

Seas move I patterns that are sappable.
T daerms of movemsnt comesrrs Fusan inters
;
i

3
ctions! the ways in whickh we are
viorsd oaar dmmediate snvirorment
stant Dirtholasoes, countriss of arigin,
e 3
T

transmsris

o
tihvked with regions, «© st meople e
Linkaoes with oth includs o
rpd places visited on B11 oy
lzo create linkages.
Interdenendoence : i ke foodds, vaw materials, -
and manufactiesd goods that oors Lo ws froam far Beay . Even our water supoly fimy

gome froom a distanoe sourcz

LI &t eremumicat oo

T

Patlerps of movement can be ssen in seploration, trade, settlsment,
migraticey, and invasion.  Trips and routes cean be braced and desceibed by travel

Limes arey schechiles

Geograpters divice the world into manapsaible wmits of study callsd
Zome regions ars defined in terms of x singles charsctaristic, whil oihers pest &
comgrlax set of oriteria The oriteria for definim renion can e sdbler
natural or culiural and sey changes over Lime

Natural regions can e defired by lancdforms, bediss of water, patiosrmms of
vagetation, climstic conmcitions, s0il types, or the presence of sertain
PESDLTCEE

Culiural reqgions can be definsd by ooliteal wunits or sllisnces o land usme
patterns, soownomic relati Yo, race, language, religlon, or some sopdbinghies
of saveral such factors,

i

How recions thange is another aspect of the thems, incl

aling changes i

boodaries, alliances, population, lard wses, and even climate



united states
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