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. CHARLES MAJCR
1862-1913

Charles Major was born in Indianapolis on July. 25, 1862. His
parents were Stephen and Phoebe Major. The site where he was born is
today the corner of Meridian and Chio Streets. When Charles was thirteen
years old, his family moved to Shelbyville where he lived the remainder
of his life.

He entered law school at the University of Michigan, where his
interest changed fram law to English history. He became an authority on
the subject of English history.

His most noted hook was When Knighthood Was In Flower, which was an
immediate success. It sold more than 200,000 copies within its first two
years of publication. It was able to became this successful even with
strong campetition at the time fram Tarkincton's Gentleman From Tndiana

and Thampson's Alice Of 0ld Vincennes.

Major also wrote Little King, Dorothy Vernon of Hadden Hall, and
The Bears Of Blue River. The latter is a wonderful adventure story for
bovs and girls everywhlere. It recounts the adventures of Balser Brent,
a fourteen year old pioneer boy, living on the banks of Blue River in the
1820's. |

In his later years, Major bequeathed his stately have to the city
of Shelbyville. Although little remains of the criginal structure, it
serves the city today as Major Hospital. He is also honored with a
beautiful statue of Balser holding two bear cubs which stands on the north
side of the public circle. Charles Major died in the year 1913.
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. THE BEARS OF BLUE RIVER - 1901

His next book was set a long distance from Tudor England. It was placed in
pioneer Shelby County, Indiana. The tale focused on the Brent family who lived in
a cabin on Blue River, north of Shelbyville and south of Marion which at the time
was the largest settlement in the county. The time was set in the 1820's and
focused on the protagonist, Balser age 14, his father of the same name, mother, a
younger brother and a one year old sister. For this tale Major had no need to hide
his weakness of the English language and uses the Indiana vernacular to
complement his backwoods tale.

The story is a series of episodes about Balser and his adventures, most of
them with bears. In plot and writing it is very similar to Tom Sawyer and
Huckleberry Finn, and perhaps Major could have matched Mark Twain as a
major American author if he had used central themes as did Twain.

In a book of many killings of bears and being mauled by them, there are two
highlights. Early in the narrative Balser and his father kill two bears and discover
their two cubs in a cave. Here were prizes Balser had always hoped for so the
cubs were taken home.

The other incident climaxes a series of reported sightings of the “fire bear”,
so-called because he seemed to glow reddish in the night. Superstition held that
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anyonc who saw him would die within three months unless the viewer killed the
fire bear.

One evening the Brent children were alone in their cabin with their close
friends Tom and Liney Fox and their baby sister. The older children, who had
shared in many adventures during the story, were about to share another one.
The parents were at church on that winter night and the children were baby
sitting, enjoying éracking nuts,and telling stories before the warm fire. This idyllic
time was ended when Samuel Parrott, well known to the children, arrived
breathless at the cabin having run for a mile, he said, from the fire bear. Since
Balser also saw the fire bear when Polly (a logical nickname for one named
Parrott) arrived, the elder insisted that they set out to kill the bear before they
should be victims of the superstitious death.

Balser and Polly made five expeditions, some with Tom Fox, to find the fire
bear that winter, Major states, “The Fire Bear had never before been seen in the
Blue River neighbourhood. His former appearances had been at or near the
mouth of Conn’s Creek, where that stream flows into Flatrock, five or six miles
southeast of Balser's home.” A resident of Shelby County knows that his setting
accuracy is as precise as it was in Knighthood.

On what proved to be the final expedition they cornered the Fire Bear at the
conjunction of the two rivers known as Black Gully. Balser fired but only
wounded the bear and Tom and Polly missed. The bear charged and Balser was
being mauled when he found a piece of wood on the ground which he thrust into
the bear’s mouth making the teeth useless as weapons. Tom struck the bear
upon the head with the sharp edge of his hatchet and chopped out one of his eyes.
The bear rose upon his haunches and faced Tom. Balser and Tom reloaded and.
this time when they fired, the Fire Bear rolled over and showed no sign of life.
“Let’s shoot him again, and get out of this awful place,” said Balser. But Polly

-approached nearer and nearer to the Fire Bear despite the cries of Balser and Tom

to stay back until they could be sure the bear was dead. “With a last mighty effort
the bear rose to his feet and struck Polly a blow with his paw which felled him to
the ground. When Polly fell, his torch dropped from his hand and a blue flame
three or four feet in height sprang from the ground just beyond the bear. The fire
ran upon the ground for a short distance like a serpent of flame, and shot like a
flash of chair lightning half-way up the side of the cliff. A great rumbling noise
was heard coming from the bowels of the earth, and a tongue of fire shot twenty
feet into the air. This was more than flesh and blood could endure, and Balser
and Tom ran for their lives, leaving their poor, demented friend behind them to
perish. The fire showered rocks, and picces of earth half as large as a house.”
Nothing was found of Polly or the Fire Bear. '

The details used in Major's story were true. Fire bears were occasionally
seen and were created by becoming covered with phiosphorus probably from mal-
Ing their beds in fox fire from decayed wood.



Shelbyville poet Alonzo L. Rice composed a poem to mark the death of his
hometown fellow-author. |

The silver cord is loosed, the bowl is broken,
There is a sound of weeping in the street;

We search amiss for only some slight token,

We peer in vain into each eye we meet.

He is not here who yesterday so kindly

A greeting gave to those who passed his way;

We search each favorite haunt, but all too blindly;
For still the unbidden tear-drops wilful stay.

The pen is laid aside whose wonderous magic
Held the English-speaking nation in its thrall;
The scene of mirth turned all too sadly tragic,
Before the curtains on the scene could fall,

The book is closed; no more those old romances
Will charm us, all to eagerly hear;

And Dorothy Vernon's eye, that brightly glances,
Is dimmer as there streaks a tell-tale tear.

The flower of knighthood now must pale and wither,
The lance uplifted now unseen must fall,

A courtier, booted, spurred, fast-riding thither,

Will softly break the news at Hadden Hall!

The future's page now all unscanned will lie;

The magic of his pen no more will capture

The glorious pageantry that passes by.

He is my friend, and steadfast, true and loyal;
His kind eye saw what many could not see:

A peer among his fellows, princely, royal,

His true ascendency was yet to be!

Would I could say, but language can but falter
On utterance of what I fain would tell;

And so I place, with love that can not alter,
Upon his grave this spray of immortelle.



THE LOCATION OF THE BRENT CABIN

OBJECTIVES

*Students will be able to locate Blue River and The Michigan
Road on various maps of Indiana, Shelby County and Shelbyville.

*Students will be able to find the approximate location of the

Brent cabin home by using Blue River and The Michigan Road as
references.

TIME REQUIRED

*One class pericd.

MATERIALS NEEDED

*A copy of Charles Majors' The Bears Of Blue River. A copy of

the text describing the location of the cabin home for each
child is recommended. (One is included with this unit.)

*Sufficient copies of various maps of Indiana, Shelby County,

and Shelbyville so that each student receive at least one.
(Several are provided with this unit. )

TEACHER PREPARATION

*The classroom teacher has presented fourth grade level map-
reading skills prior to this lesson. These include an under—
standing of map symbols, compass rose, legend, and scale.

*The teacher has read the first chapter of The Bears Of Blue

River.
CLATSECOUOM PROCEDURE

*Advise the class that they are golng to locate Balser Brent's
cabin home on several different maps.

*Reread pages 3, 4, and 7 of the text aloud.

*Locate Blue River on several maps.

*Locate The Michigan Road on several maps.

*Divide students into groups of four or five to mark the loca-
tion of the cabins on the maps available to them. Allow ten

or fifteen minutes for this acitivity.

*Discuss and compare students' findings, allowing students to
explain how they arrived at their chosen location.



OPTIONAL FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES €?~

*Students may wish to complete their maps by ccloring rivers,
counties, etc.

*Students in Shelby County may wish to participate in a
discussion of the location of the Brent cabin in relation
to places with which they are familiar. PRlue River crosses
Michigan Road near the public swimming pool, and about a
mile "up the river” from this point is the location of a
housing addition named Brent Wood.



THE BEARS OF BLUE RIVER

CHAPTER 1 *
The Big Bear

Away back in the "twenties", when Indiana was a baby state,
and great forests of tall trees and tangled underbrush darkened
what are now her bright plains and sunny hills, there stood upon
the east bank of Big Blue River, a mile or two north of the point
where that stream crosses the Michigan Road, a cozy log cabin of
two rooms - one front and one back.

The house faced the west and stretching off toward the river
for a distance equal to twice the width of an ordinary street,
Was a blue-grass lawn, upon which stood a dozen or more elm and
Sycamore trees, with a few honey-locusts scattered here and there.
Immediately at the water's edge was a steep slope of ten or
tweive feet. Back of the house, mile upon mile, stretched the
deep, dark forest, inhabited by deer and bears, wolves and wild-
cats, squirrels and birds, without number.

In the river the fish were so numerous that they seemed to
entreat the boys to catch them, and to take them out of their

crowded quarters. There were bass and black suckers, sunfish and
catfish, to say nothing of the sweetest of all, the big-mouthed
redeve.

South of the house stood a log barn, with room in it for
three horses and two cows; and enclosing this barn, together
with a piece of ground, five or six acres in extent, was a pali-
sade fence, elght or ten feet high, made by driving poles into the
ground close together. In this enclosure the farmer kept his
stock, consisting of a few sheep and cattle, and here also the
chickens, geese and ducks were driven at nightfall to save them
from "varmints", as all prowling animals were called by the
Settlers.

The man who had built this log hut, and who iived in it and
owned the adjoining land at the time of which T write, bore the
name 0f Balser Brent, ‘"Balser" is probably a corruption of
Baltzer, but however that may be, Balser was his name, and Balser
was also the name of his boy, who was the hero of the bear
stories which I am about to teill you.

* Taken from pages 3, 4, and 7.
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GRIZZLY. BEAR VS. BLACK BEAR

CBJECTIVES

*The students will be able to identify both the black bear and
the grizzly bear by becoming familiar with specific character-
istics of each one.

*The students will be able to list several characteristics
common to both the black bear and the grizzly bear.

*The students will be able to list several ways the black bear
and the grizzly bear differ.

TIME REQUIRED

*One class period.

MATERTALS NEEDED

*Sufficient copies of informative articles on black bears and
grizzly bears so that each student receives one.(These are
included with this unit.)

*A page designed to list characteristics of both animals. One
copy is tc be used to list common characteristics; another

to list ways in which the animals differ. Sufficient copies are
needed to supply classroom groups of four or five chilédren.

( A copy is included with this unit.)

*A copy of Charles Major's The Bears Of Blue River,

TEACHER PREPARATION

*The teacher has read the first three or four chapters of Major's
book te the c¢lassroom.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURE

*Advise the class that they are going to learn about two differ-
ent types of bears.

*Distribute informative articles. Chose students to read the
information aloud to the classroom. Discuss the characteristics
of each bear separately.

*Divide the classroom into groups of four or five students. Each
group will be given two copies of the "list page" on which they
are to list common and differing characteristics. Allow ten or
fifteen minutes for the groups to complete thelr task.

*Discuss the groups' findings with the class.Ask students what
they have learned about these two types of bears.



OPTIONAL FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES

*Ask students to tell how they might obtain additional inform-
tion on bears. Discuss the use of dictionaries, encyclopedias,
the card catalogue, and the library as sources of information.
‘Use some of the sources immediately available to gain new in-
formation and share it with the classroocm.

*Give interested students the opportunity to write repcrts or
draw pictures. Some may enjoy writing "bear stories" of their

owWn.

F
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Grizzly Bear

What would you do i a
nine-foot-long,  800-pound  bear
with a blunted head and “dished
in" face were to chase you? If you
were smart, you would retreat to
the nearest tree, for unlke the
black bear, the adult grizzly bear
is unable to climb. The grizzly bear
is the largest bear found in the
United States. It lives in the
mountains of the American West
and up into western Canada and
Alaska. While a grizzly's color
ranges from vyellowish-brown to
nearly black, the tips of the hairs,
especially on its back, are gray or
white. These hairs give the bear its
grizzled effect—and its name.

When standing on its hind legs the grizzly measures
eight feet tall. There is a distinctive hump on its back,
above the shoulders. The grizzly's siightly curved front
claws are long and broad and generaily fight in color.

All bears are dangerous, but the grizzly is especially
80, for it's very unpredictable. While it isn't usually seen
along the roadsides, it occasionally comes
campground at night, like its cousin the black Dear,

searching for food.

158




Black Bear

The smallest bear in North
America is the black bear. The
black bear is found in woods,
swamps, and mountainous areas
throughout most of the United
States. The black bear averages
about five feet in length and
weighs 200-300 pounds, up to an
exceptional 500 pounds. Its height
at the shculders reaches three
feet, lts  color ranges from
bluish-black to cinnamon.

The head of the black bear is
small and pointed, and its profile is
straight, rather than “dished in”
like the grizzly’'s. Tne front claws of the black bear are
skart, curved, and either black or very dark brown.

The black bear is the common bear seen begging
along the roadways in many of our national parks,
However, park signs caution against feeding the bears (o
protect both the public and the bears themselves. (Bears
depending on handouts sometimes forget how to obtain
their own food.)

The black bear is an exceilent climber and will climb
trees to obtain fruits and honey.




Grizzly Bear
VS,
Black Bear
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Both the grizzly bear and the black bear:




Answer sheet for Grizzly Bear vs.

weighs 800 1bs.

dished-in face,
blunted Head

cannot climb as adults

color is yellow brown to
nearly black

long front claws

clawsg are light in color
found in mountains of
American West and up into

Western Canada

nine feet in length

Black Bear

Both the grizzly and the black bear

1. are members of the bear family.

are dangerous.

welghs 200-5300 1bs.

small pointed head,
profile is straight

adults can climb trees

bluish-black to cinnamon

short front claws

claws are black or brown

found in woods and swamps,
mountainous areas through-
out the U. sS.

five feet in length

get into campgrounds at night looking for food.

can climb trees as young bears.

have curved front claws.



Small animals hunted for their furs

Petits animaux recherchés pour leur fourrure
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Large animals hunted for their furs

Animaux de grande taille recherchés pour leur peau



PIONEER MEALS

OBJECTIVE

*The students will gain knowledge of the types o0f meals eaten
" by pioneer-families living in Indiana nearly twoe-hundred
years ago.

*The students will gain an understanding that these families
ate a variety of foods that can be catagorized into our four
basic food groups of todavy.

TIME REQUIRED

*One class period.

MATERIALS NEEDED

*A copy of Charles Major's The Bears 0f Blue River.

*A page of excerpts from the book describing the meals enjoyed
by the children. {Excerpts are included with this unit. )}

*A page where students may catagorize the foods mentioned into
the four basic food groups.

*Sufficient copies of the above mentioned pages need to be made
available for each child or group of children in the classroom.

TEACHER PREPARATION

*The teacher has presented lesson at a previous time providing
students an understanding of the four basic food groups.

*The teacher has read chapters 3, 5, 6, and 9 of the book.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURE

*Advise students they will learn about the types of meals
pioneer children ate; and how these meals were a great deal
like the meals we have today.

*The teacher rereads the excerpts describing four different
meals eaten by the pioneer children.

*Discuss these meals with the class.
+Are they similar to our meals today? How are they similar?
How are they different?
+Do they sound delicious? What things would you like? What
things would vyou dislike?
+To what food groups do some of these foods belong?



CLASSROOM PROCEDURE = .Con't.

*Divide the class into groups of four
to each group a copy of the excerpts
as a page on which to catagorize the

*the four basic food groups.

*Allow ten or fifteen minutes for the

completion, allow the groups to read
food group lists.

OPTICONAL FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES

*Provide the classroom with a copy of

or five. Distribute
from the book as well
foods mentioned into

groups to work. Upon
and compare their

several recipes for

pioneer dishes. (Several have been included with this unit.)
Set aside a class period for a "tasting party". This is a
strictly voluntary activity for children who wish to prepare
a dish from the recipes and share their finished product with

the class.

.
g



LOST IN THE FORXEST

Toward noon the children became hungry, and without a
dissenting voice agreed to eat dinner.

They had taken with them for lunch a lo0af of bread and a
piece of cold venison, but Balser suggested that he should go
into the woods and find a gsguirrel or two to help out their
meal. In the meantime Tom Fox had started out upocn a voyage
of discovery, hoping that he too, might contribute to the larder.

In a few minutes Balser's gun was heard at a distance, ana
and then again and again, and soon he was back in camp with three
fat squirreis.

Almost immediately after him came Tom Fox carrying samething
in his coonskin cap.

"What have you there, Limpy?" cried Liney.

"Turkey eggs," said Tom. "“We'll have eggs as well as
squirrel for dinner teday."

After dinner they sat in the cool shade of the tree under
which they dined, and told stories and asked riddles for an hour
or two before they again began berry-picking.

THE WOLF HUNT

Besides the coffee and the white bread there was =a great
gourd full of milk with the cream mixed in, just from the
spring house, delicious and cold. There was a cold loin of
venison, which had been spitted and roasted over a bed of hot
coals in the kitchen firepiace that morning. There was a gouxrd
full of quail eggs, which had been boiled hard and then cooled
in the spring house. There were heaping plates of fried chicken
and rolls of glorious yellow butter just from the churn, rich
with the genuine butter taste, that makes one long to eat it by
the spconful; then there was & delicions apnie pie, aweed: and
crusty, floatinag in cream almost as thick as molasses in winter.

They were Backwoods, homely children; but the supper to which
they sat down under the eims was fit for a kina, and the
appetite with which they ate it was too good for any king.

BORROWED FIRE

The morning was cold, and the boys sat upen the great hearth,
with their paims to the fire, getting "good and warm for the davy",
while the gray, frosty dawn was slowly frightening the shadows
of night away from the forest, to which they seemed to cling.

Then came the mother, who made breakfas:t of sweet fried
venison, buckwheat cakes floating in maple syrup and butter, and
hoecake, and eggs. Instead of coffee they drank warm milk,
sweetened with maple syrup, and I can tell you it was a breakfast
to wax fat on.



ON THE STROKE OF NINE

- - » + .+ 50 their mother leisurely went to work to get
supper, while the baby was left sleeping before the cheery,
talkative fire in the front room.

A fat wild turkey roasted to a delicious brown upon the
spit, eggs fried in the sweetest of lard, milk warm from the
cows, corn-cakes floating in maple syrup and vellow butter,
sweet potatoes roasted in hot ashes, and a great slice of
mince pie furnished a supper that makes one hungry but to
think about it. The boys, however, were hungry without think-

ing, and it would have done your heart gocod to see that supper
disappear.



Directions: <Catagorize the foods served at pioneer meals into
the four basic food groups of today.

1. . 5.
2. 6.
3. 7.
4. 8.

1. S,
2. 6.
3. 7.
4. 8.

MILE AND DAIRY PRODUCTS

1 5.
2. &
3. 7.
4, 8.

CEREALS AND GRAINS

1. 5.
2. 6.
3 7.




A TIME LINE OF CHARLES MAJOR's THE BEARS OF BLUE RIVER

OBJECTIVE

*The students will be able to list important events from the
story in cronoligical order.

TIME REQUIRED

*Several class periods.
+One class period following the reading of each chapter.
+Additional time will be needed to assemble the completed
time line.

MATERIALS NEEDED

*Ten or twelve feet of white mural paper.

*Drawing paper, construction paper, pencils, crayons, paste
Or staples.

*A copy of Charles Major's The Rears Of Blue River.

TEACHER PREPARATION

*The teacher has presented previous lessons on the skiil of
sequencing at the fourth grade level.

*The teacher has read at least the first chapter from the book.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURE

*Advise the students they are going to have the opportunity to
make an illustration of an exciting event from the chapter
they have recently heard.

*Discuss with the students the events from the chapter and how
they can use their imaginations to "see® pictures in their
minds. Have students describe what might ke included in the
event they wish to illustrate.

*Allow 20-30 minutes for the students to draw and color an
event from the chapter.

*Chose a few of the drawings to be used in the creation of a
Time Line ¢f The Bears OF Blue River.

*The actual constructicon of the time line may take place during
the reading of the book or may be used as a culminating activity
upon the bock's completion.



In the story, the children watched as Limpy fried turkey eggs
on a hot, flat stone. How was he able to do this? Can you really
fry eggs this way? Do you know the different ways that heat
travels from one surface to ancther? Perhaps you'd like to learn
more about this subject? Is there a science project you could
create that shows how heat travels?

" Both foxed and wolves lived in Indiana forests when our state
was young. How are these animals alike? How are they different?
You might want to research and compare their eating habits, dens,
tracks, appearance, and habitats. Would you be able to use charts
and colorful illustrations to compare these animals? You'd want
to use the encyclopedia and card catalogue in vour library.

Tom and Jerry, Balser's bear cubs, were attacked bv angry bees
when they upset the Brent's bee gum. Bees are an interesting topic.
Do you know about the queen bee and worker bees in a hive? Do you
know how and why bees make honey? There are many interesting
scientific topics related to bees. How do they tell each other where
to find nectar? Why are bee stings so dangerous to scme people?

How do bees buzz?

Balser, Liney Fox, and Polly Parrott all saw the Fire Bear.
The bear appeared as "a glowing ember" in the night, and was the
cause of many superstitious beliefs held by those who had seen him.
He probably derived his glowing appearance from sleeping in a bed
containing foxfire, which caused his fur to be covered with
phosphorous. This is the same substance that makes fireflies aglow.
Do vou know why phosphorescent aobjects glow in the dark? Would you
like to find out more?

The explosion that killed Polly Parrott sent flames shooting
several feet into the air. It was caused when Polly dropped the
torch and ignited a pocket of natural gas beneath the earth's
surface. This was a very scientific event, and you can see the
"blowhole"” yet today along the Flat Rock River.

Indiana has many pockets of natural gas beneath the surface of

her land. It is very important to us for many reascens. This would
make an interesting research topic,

When Balser, Limpyv, and Jim want on their trapping expedition
along the Brandywine river, they stayed in a huge old hollow tree
that was actually three trees grown together. It made them a
wonderful "castle". Do you know how a tree grows? Do vou know
what you can learn from a tree by studying its rings? It might
be interesting to create a time line showing the age of tree stump
in relation to historical events.

The city of Shelbyville has a beautiful statue of Balser
holding his bear cubs. It stands on the north side of our circle.
Do you know who built it? How old is it? what material was used
to make it? Who paid for it? This might make a report that many
Shelbyville people would like to read. You could even take real
pictures with your camera instead of drawing them.
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Ideas for a "Sharp" Project

Balser Brent is the main character in Charles Major's Bears
of Blue River. Balser lived in a log cabin built of #wo rooms
connected by a dog run. Do you suppose you could build a model
of his home? What materials could you use? How big would you
make it? What kind of base would you set it on?

Behind Balser's cabin was a barn. It was also made of logs
and was surrounded by a fence. The fence was called a palisade
or stockade fence. It was built of logs driven into the ground,
and was about eight or ten feet high. Could vou build a fence
like this? What materials could vou use to represent logs?

Do you know what dowel rods are? How about craft sticks? - What
kind of base could you drive them into?

Balser could tell if a bear had walked through the forest
when he saw "fresh bear tracks". Do you recognize the tracks
left by a bear or any other of the creatures that live in the
woods? Would this make a good project for you? Could you draw
animal tracks, press them into clay or dirt, or mavbe make an
ink stamp?

The forests of Indiana that Balser roamed were filled with
elm, sycamore, oak, maple and many other varieties of trees. Can
vou identify a tree by its leaves? How about by its bark? Is
there a project here? A display? A report? Give trees some
thought.

Trees! How about showing the many ways the Indiana piconeer
families used trees? Wouldn't that be a great project? Little
twigs could represent logs. Could you use twigs to show a pioneer
family's furniture? Cabin? Do you know how they made floors?
Remember the wagor Balser and Jim built to gather nuts?

The Bears of Blue River tells of Balser's adventures with
several bears. Were they black bears or grizzly bears? Are they
different? Is there a report here? Think about color, size,
appearance, eating habits, and where thev live? (A good artist
would use big, colorful drawings.)

Boys, here's one you'll like. Most pioneer bovs didn't have
guns. A gun cost as much as vour father could earn working for
six months! But Balser was very lucky, and received a “"smoocth~

. bore carbine" in return for helping a voung couple get married.
e also received ten pounds of powder. :
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Do you know what procedure ¥you go through to fire a gun? Could
you list what is done Step-by-step? With pictures? Is there scme-~ .
thing more you could learn? Guns have changed a great deal over é%
the past vears. Would you like to know about other types? Cannons
or "rapid-fire", like Gatlin guns? Do you know what happens to make
the bullet shoot out of the barrel so guickly? Pioneer boys had to
make their own bullets. Do you know how it was done? Coulgd vou build
a bullet mold? . Play-doh or clay would make bullets that could be
molded over and over again. . '

Do you think you could become an author like Charles Major?
Can you write a story about a pioneer boy or girl? Then you must
illustrate it with big cclorful pictures. Ask your teacher to help
you "bind" your book!

When Balser's father bought his "eighty" acres, he had to travel
to Brookville. Can you locate that city on an Indiana map? When
Balser's friend bought the new gun, he was in Indianapolis. Can you
locate that city on an Indiana map? Can you think of a creative way
to "build" an Indiana map? How would you show rivers? Cities?

If vou were designing a map you would want to be sure to include

a compass rose, a scale, and a legend (key). It would be interest-—
ing to show where Balser lived in relation to some places we know
today.

When Liney Fox was sent by her mother to Balser's home to bor-
row some fire, she carried a torch. Many pioneer families used tin-
der boxes to move live coals from one location to another. A tinder é%
box is a metal box with holes punched in the sides. The holes were
to allow oxygen to keep the coals alive. Perhaps you could make
your very own tinder box from some sort of metal container. Don't
forget, it needs a handle that will not burn.

Balser wore clothing made of buckskin. His hat was a coonskin
cap. If you had some suede or fur, you could make some piloneer
clothing. If you have a doll you could dress, it would only take
a small amount of material. The school librarian might help you find
pictures to help you learn what pioneer clothing looked like.

When the children had supper "under the elms", they ate venison,
fried chicken, guail €ggs, rolls with butter, and apple pie. They
drank milk and a new drink called coffee. Pioneer children had many
delicious foods to eat. If you had a recipe, could you make a pioneer
dish? Ask your teacher for Rebecca Boone's cookbook if you'd like
to learn to cook "pioneer-style". Be sure to have Mom help you around
the stove,

On the day Balser and Liney Fox get lost in the wocds, Balser
is able to tell where Liney is by listening to her voice. Do you
know what sound is and how it travels? How do your vocal chords
produce sound? How does your ear "hear" these sounds? Could you
create a model of your vocal chords or the interior parts of your
ear? How about a report with some brightly colored pictures?



TRY THIS RECIPE AND SEE WHAT CAN BE MADE
WITH FLOUR, SALT, AND WATER}

1/2 cup flour
1/2 cup salt
Just enough water to make it look like clay
(Water color or paints, if you wish living color.)

STEP I Find a piece of plywood or heavy plastic for your base.
STEP II Trace around a outline map of Indiana (on your board).

STEP III Shape your mixture around cn your board inside your map outline.
Stick "toothpick flags'" to mark major cities. (Or use your own idea in marking
the cities.)

STEP IV Let it dry overnight,

STEP V Use color to mark rivers,

MAJOR CITIES MAJOR RIVERS
East Chicago Wabash
Hammond White
Gary Ohio
South Bend
Elkhart
Fort Wayne
Lafavette
Kokomo
Marion
Anderson
Muncie
Indianapolis
Richmond
Terre Haute
Bleoomington
New Albany
Evansville
and
our town, Shelbyville

HAVE FUN]
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