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TJsing Periodicals to Learn about Amish Life
Much of what is written about the Amish appears in short
articles or periodicals. One resource appropriate for elementary
students is the history magazine Cobblestone, Volume 8, Number 11.
Following is & strategy for using Cobblestone, or other similar
regqurce materials.

OBJECTIVE: Students will read selected resources about the
Amish and will take part in class discussions
related to the unigue aspects of Amish 1l1ife.

ACTIVITIES: Secure two coples of the resource material. Cut
apart the materials and place each article in a
numbered and appropriately labeled folder. Attach a
checklist to each folder:

TEIDNTE

Rrallav

Tilan

Assign students to groups of three.

Groups will reid and discuss the materials in each
folder. The materials may be read in any order.

After a group completes reading and discussing the
article, they check off their names on the check-
list. The group can then select another folder.

Worksheets may be developed for each folder
or ocpen-ended assignments may be given.
Examples:

-~List ways that show how Amish life is
different from "English" life.



--List guestions you have abeout Amish life.

--List ways Amish people help each other. ’

-~List things Amish people consider important.

After each reading session conduct a class discussion.
Students 'will share information anéd will ask gquestions
related to Amish culture. The teacher can share his/her
knowledge of Amish life in response to student guestions.

At the end of the series of class discussions, z quiz may
given covering the important concepts discussecd.

be



Using The Budget to Learn About Amish Life .

The Budget is a unigue newspaper which allows the Amish to
keep in close contact with other Amish communities. Every Amish
community has a volunteer reporter who sends news to The Budget.
Each week The Budget publishes more than 300 letters with news of
births, deaths, weddings, accidents, social gatherings, farming
activities, and even the weather. Eighteen thousand Amish and
Mennonites in Nerth and South America read The Budget each week.

In 1890 The Budget celebrated its 100th birthday. The paper
is important to the Amish because they often have large families
and do not always have time to write letters to those who have

moved to other communities. Since they do not have telephones,
The Budget serves as 3 means of learning news about friends and
families miles away. A few Mennconite communities also report

news, but mostly the articles relate to the Amish.

" The Budget may be obtained for 50¢ a copy, plus handling
charges, from 134 N. Factory Street, Sugar Creek, Ohic 44681
(216-852-4634

Students can make many inferences about Amish life by reading
The Budgst.

OBJECTIVE: Students will read selected pages of The Budget and
will compare and contrast the lifestyle of the Amish
with the lifestyle of typical Americans.

ACTIVITIES: Secure 4 copies of The Budget {(the average Budget
is 20 pages long).

Cut the paper apart.
Assign students partners.

Give each pair of partners a page cf The Budget.

Give each pair of partners a legal-sized sheet
of paper marked off _in sections with the following
headings: i



Awish Momees

Ads

States wvhere
Aminh live

Charch Servicoes

Farm workg

Size of Families

Auctions or
Hanafits

aptisms

Disasters and
responses

Weddings

Scheol News

Frolics

References to horses
and buggles

Heiping athers




Or—--ag an alternative--develop c¢lass charts with the
varicus headings. ,
As partners read their page or pages of The RBudget
they will:

--List Amish names that appear repeatedly in
the paper.

~~T.ist states where Amish settlements are
located.

As students continue to read The Budget they will
clip articles that will £it into the various
categories to be pasted on the worksheets and/or
charts.

Other categoeries that could be listed on the
worksheets or charts are:

--0Ordination of deacons
-—-Accounts of traveling via wvans
~--Illnesses cited
~--Card showers
~~Wayvs of making a living (other than farming)
--Young People's gatherings
-~Quiitings or guilt auctions
--Incidents of persecution
-—-Mention of bench wagons
--Singings
--Accidents involving horses and buggies
--Amish recipes
~-~-Remedies for health problems
~~Amish view of "English® lifestyle
An interesting Amish comment on "English"
1ife may be found in the 9/19/90 issue of
The Budget (page 13).
"Started for home Thurs. afternoon and
drove through severe thunder. Got home

to find lots of trees down in our area,
with electricity off until merning hours.




Neighbors borrowed a kerosene lamp. It is
really something how the worid is handi-
capped by the lack of electricity. One
feels very thankful that our lifestyle is
simple enough to live without.”
After the charts have been completed, take part
in class discussions comparing and contrasting Amish
lifestyle with the students' lifestyles. Make
inferences about:
--Family size
--Importance of family
-~Role of religicon in the Amish family

-~-Ways Amish make a living

--Ways of living without use of electricity
or motor vehicles

--Ways the Amish help each other
--Ways Amish enjoy life

~~Praoblems faced by the Amish



Simulating a Day in an Amish School

Simulations are an effective way of helping students develop
an understanding of anocther culture. In this simulation students
will assume the role of an Amish child and will take part in
school activities similar to those an Amish child might
exparience.

A useful resource in helping the teacher prepare for this
activity is Schocl Bells Ringing by Uria R. Byler. School Bells
Ringing is a manual published for Amish teachers and parents. It
is availakle from Pathway Publishing Corporation, R.R. 4 Box 268,
Lagrange, IN 46761. The current price is $3.00.

The manual was used for the following plan. The history and
spelling lessons are designed to teach concepts about Amish life
using teaching stategies commonly used in Amish schools. The
other lessons incorporate materials used by the Amish.

OBJECTIVE: Students will assume the role of an Amish c¢hild and

will participate in a simulated day in an Amish
L school.

PREPARATION:To prepare students for participation in an Amish
school day, they should be instructed to dress as
plainly as possible. Boys should wear blue jeans
and a dark shirt. Girls should wear plain dresses
or plain skirts and blouses. It is helpful if the
teacher dresses for the role. Students should be
instructed to bring a lunch from home to be eaten in
the classroom.

The classroom should be arranged in straight rows.

The boys will sit on one side of the room with the
girls on the other. The teacher's desk will be placed
in the front of the room. The teacher may want to
use a bell.

Students should be prepared in advance for what will
be expected of them discipline-wise. The following
axcerpt from School Bells Ringing can serve as a
guide for establishing-discipline.




TEACHERS

AMISH

SCHOOL

Uria R. Byler

3. DISCIPLINE
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and difficvdr to explain in
wonder, however, U parents of school chil-
dren realize how much zic ang Zomisrr they
can be to a teacher, or what hezrtaches zac

it c Also, it has been wuly
id manv Iimes by teachers thet theupbring-

gz chiid can be quite weall

ol

agres that po mamner how large or small a
Iy, there is usually 2 wide difference of
characterisrics among the children. Some
may be 2asy to teach and will take home good
report cards; others may be slow and disin-
teresied in school, or be problems in disci-
pline. The so-called child experts of our
modern era have studied this difierence in
children znd. have not ver come up with an
answer. Thay probebly never will,
Let's go back to our own school days. How
did we beheve in school? Did it not depend
much on the tzacher?

Did we whisper if it was forbidden? Cheat?
Abuse the swaaller pupils? Sass the teacher?
%ot if we knew we'd be punished for our mis-
deeds.

And now, vears later, which teacher do we
Tespect as a good teacheT, the one who was
lax in discipline, or the teacher who 'ramz
right ship”?

Different Routes to the Same Goal

There is only one way to win the respect
of the pupils: be fair and firm in youx rules.
Prove to them that you are genuinely inter-
ested in their educational, physical, and per-
sonal welfare, Tell them how it huxrts you to
punish a wrong doer. Remind them that their
parents want them to behave and that it is
your duty te enforce rules. The children wiil
understand and respect you if you show them
your sinceriry.

Although all teachers agree that good dis-
cipline is amust in ouwr schools, very few use
the same rmethods to achieve it. Rules vary
widely in different schools. Somne teachers

mermmiz whispering: others aTe very much op-
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ssed toit. Some overlook funning and
rg in the school builcing during re
noons. There are teachers wh
wrong in letming one pupil o}
2gsons withou permis

Vigiring different schools will show that of
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bt

211 the gifferent methods o
nowhere else ig there $0 much variation as
chere is in what is aliowsd and what is for-
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har roviding they ar

heiping each other. This teachsr trusis her
pupils andthey sesmingly getalong gquitewell,
ARnothe : i ne at 2 time o

the majority o
have a definite rule, "No whispering,” though
they find whispering @ hard thing 10 eliminate
entirely.

Beczuse of the wids difference
discipline, one must hesiiate before endors-
ing any cartain plan. We have sgen LOO mMany
qualifiedteachers allow, and take for granted,
certazin things that others would consider
punishable offences. One thing that can be
said withour hesitation ig¢ that tne lass noise
there is in the schoclroom, the betier your
pupils can sudy and cOnCeniTate.

) Schoolroom Traffic

From my own experience and ITom a per-
sonal viewpoint, I would strongly recomrmand
that pupils should rermain in their desks dur-
ing school nours. This may not e as hard as
it sounds. What reasons does a puplil have to
leave his desk? Granteda pupil can find a
hundred and one excuses for leaving whea he
gers fidgery and has the urge 1o ToAm around;
but getting Tight down to cases, i the right
riles.are. made and followed, theres {s very
little excuse for Johnay te be roaming around.
Here mav be a few suggestions on how ¢
elirninate some of their reasons for goingon
a hike during class hours.

1. Use recess for going to the tollet,
sharpening pencils {pencil sharpeners
can be noisv!), drinking water, geting
library books.

2. Ask parents to provide dictionaries 0

keep in desks.

3. If the pupils have guestionsa zilow only



one at a time o come to your desk.
While on your feer and not holding
classes, have pupils raise their hands
if they have a question for youtcanswer.

Do these rules seem too strict and harsh?
They have been in effect in the past and are
stiil being used with good results in mar‘y
schools. y

As soon as the pupils know that they are
not allowed to sharpen pencils, leave the
room, ger librarv books, or drink water in
school time, they will adjust themselves to it
inahurry andarrange thelr work accordingly.
I 2 pencil lead brezks fas they do cecagion-
zliy), give the child a lictle stub of a penci!
you found and no one has claimed. (Thers
usually are plenty of these in & teacher's
desk.)

Leaving the room? If a pupil is physically
unable to stay away from the toller less than
an hour and a half it must be due to an illness
or condition that needs awmention fram the doc-
tor. Of course, a temporary condition can
arise suddenlv, such as an epidemic of in-
testinal flu or similar ailments. Inthis case
the tgacher must overlook the rule.

i will relare the experience { had during
about the fifth or sixth term of teaching. Up
until then [ had allowed this traffic back and
forth, although I cften had serious reascn te
doubt it was justified. Why, I wondered, did
s0 many suddenly ger the urge to leave the
Toom when someone was ourside unloading
wood" Why did it bother them more on nice

unny dzys than on rainy days? Over inthe
thlrci and fourth row there might be no, "May
I leave the room?” for guitz a while. when
suddenly everyone had to go. My helper and
[ knew rauch of this was uncalled for, but how
to prove ir?

Cutting Down on Leaving the Room

We tried psychology. One morning I got up
and made a speech on this business of leaving
the room.
merally wrong to ask o go out if it wasn’t
necessary, for this was zlmost a fib. I
pleaded and begged for them to be honast
abour it, andto use thetoilers at noon and re-
cess. This helped a lot for awhile, and thers
were many days when no one asked to go our.
But gradually, as such things are wonr o do,
the traffic began to increase again.

Cnce more [ repeated my speech in front
of the room, but before long it was the same
story. [t was time, we decided, 10 use dras-

"school abour this thing.

I stressed the point that it was

tic action.

About that time we had one of our regular

-weeks teachers’ meetings. The subject
of toilet wraffic came up for discussion. We
were at our wits end once rpore and [ won-
dered what would bappen if we simply pur 2
"No" to it during school hours, One of the
teachers seemed surprised that we would al-
low the pupils to leave the room.

"Don't you?” [ asked.

"No,” was the angswer,

“"How does it work? Any reaction frem the
parents?”

"Ne¢, there
works fine.”

We decided to wait until board mesting
evening ro take it up with the board members,
No objecrions. Qur aext step wasg 1o send
home to each family a duplicatad Jerter ex-
plaining our problem andour intentionto curb
this “leaving the room” business. We urged
all parents to use their persuasive powers oo
their children so that they would be honest in
Also, we strsssed
that we didn't want to be the reason for an

ccident at school, zlly among the small
set, and thar if ch%,» children had ac illness
or coadition that they thought would warrant
lezving the room, thev should write a nors o
us. .

Thae new rule went into effect the next
morning. The pupils took it in stride and did
not seem worried about it. One thing we did
notice was that the toilets were used more
during noon and recess. To help matters we
started afive.minute bell at noon. One dong”
and they would all go either to the toilet or to
the water fountain or both.

With our biggest worry, the first and
second graders, we simplv used large doses
of oral persuasion several times daily for a
few weeks until they acquired the habit of go-
ing at noen and recess.

The resuits were astounding. As water is
turned off at a faucert, so the toilet traffic was
stopped.  Only when someone was sick or
other abnormal conditicns developed, did
anvene leave the room. The entire school
benefited from this new rule, and we hada
much quieter group.

Anv walking around the schoolroom by pu-
pils causes some disturbance. Drinking
water, leaving the rocm, sharpening pencils,
getting library books and dictionaries are all

is no trouble anywhere. [t

neni

-unnecessary during school hours and can be

attended to during recesses and noon. For-

13
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bidding suchwalling will make a much quieter
schoolroom, which in turn 1 keep the
teacher’'s nerves and blood pressure onan
even keel.

will

Whispering: Yes or No?
Now, what sbout whispering? This subject
has been discussed and vessad back and forth

in "The Blackboard Bulletin”, at tzachers’
meetings, and in circle letrers. Should or

should it not be allowed?

A case may he mads T
pering. Bv that we mean only a few pupils ac
a time, and only about school lessons. If vou
can condust & good quist schoolwhile allowing
limized whispering, well and good. However,
if this crezres oo much disturbance and vou
suspect the whispering mayv bs abour things
other than "legal” questions, vou can the
irmpose a smrict "No Whispering” rule in vour
school. Experience has taught many teachers
that It is hard, if not impossible, to control
whispering by allowing a "lirtle” of it and no
moere. It has always beem a mvsiery 19 me
how a busy and harriedreachsr could possibly
know what Martha and Fanny are talking about
at the other corner of the schoolroom.

Moral: Allow no whispering whatsoever.
It is easier 1o outlaw ir completely than to
control ir.

The Thankless Duty

Modes of punishment for infracrion of
school rules range from a sharp reprimand
to & paddiing. Usually a rebuke, or even a
"look” from the reacher will do the trick. ¥
not, then sironger measurses may be uged,
Keeping the offender at his desk during noon
or recess while the others areplaving is quite
effective.

In talking with teachers, one learns thar
all sorts of punishments ars used. The main
thing to remember i{s to fit the punishment to
the crime, and to do it in a spirit of humiliry.
Using the paddle should come only as a last
resort after all other measures have been
tried and have failed. No one likes to paddle
his own child, much less someone else's.

However, ouce in a while a teacher will
meet up with a case where the paddle is
needed, much as you abher it. "Woulda't it
be nice” we-bave told ourselves many tirmes,
"if we never would have te¢ punish anybody
anyrmore?’ Indeed it would be, bur let's not
allow this attitude to overbalance the needfor

firmmness. 1f we do, we are asking for future
trouble.

About cas humbling an  experienc
reacher ¢an have is when a problem
gquite severely punished for 2 serious offsnse,
and he zeforms immediately, turning from
stubborti, deceitful troublemaker 0 2
benaved bov. Such cases mav be rars, but
thev have occurred. For exampie, Chesier
was & problem from the Nothing was
too naughty for him te do. He was warned
few times, but this helped only momentarily.
One day the teacher’s patience was exhausted,
andmuch 2% he hated to do it, he gave Chester
a strapping at recess,

Whern noon hour came the pupils took their
lunch buckets and marched outside to eat.
Teacher sat on a bench, usually somewhat
alope, This noon Chester camse over, sat
dowrn beside the teacher o sar his lunch, and
for the first time that vesr be opened up and
carried on a friendly conversatisn with the
teacher. From that day on to the end of his
schoel davs, i
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bad boy" Chester was an idsal
pupil in every way.

Cme thing we do not find in 2 child’s make-
up is the ability to heold a grudge. There
simply is no room in his heart for thar! that
litle heart is overflowing with forgiveness.
A teacher need not fear anything like “"geming
even” from apunished child if the punishment
was deserved and given in the proper spiric.

The Mistaken Idea
of, *‘They Need a Man"’

Many times we have heard this comment
when parents were talking about an unruly
school: "What thev need there i5 2 man for a
teacher!” How much substance is there to the
widespread belief that men are more sirict
and run bemer-disciplined schools than their
lady counterparts? Not much, if any.

This mistaken notion seems to be based on
appearance more than anything else. That is
exactly thereasen why itis wrong to presume
that school children fear a2 man teacher more
than & woman,

Let’s hope that no child was ever "afraid”
of a teacher. Teachers have oo many per-
sonal contacts, and are too close to the inter-
ests of the child to be considered a feared
enemy. If a teacher can prove he is ¢ friend
of his pupils, if he can wip their confidence,
no c¢hild is going to be "scared” of him.



ally afraid of him has the wrong artinude.
Being afrzid to break rules is ancther
matter. That fear should be the same as the

fear we have in our Dearts to $in, Let's make
the distiaction— school children need o be
airzid to do wrong in school. not becauss ¢f a
personal fesr of the teacher. but because of
tneir own consciences. They should have been
U heme that once they are in school,
the tsacher takes over the parents’ respoasi-
hild who has the idea implanted in
ncethar theteacher is the "parent”
and 1% o be obeved at all rimes,

ouble for the teacher.
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one sthools and compare thelr discipline
roblems. Then vou will probablv realize

there 15 very little basis for thinking, "I that

unruly school down there had a man. irs dis-
cipline probliems would vanish.

Certzinly. vou know of rough and rowdy
schools where a man was in charge. and also
of good schecls where a woman was t2zacher.
{t's & good guess that in the former case the
children were & little skeptical what the

1d or could not do at f
out that this man teache
cipline. The
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Many women teachers have been a surprise
to troublesome pupils who mav have been
misied by a Denign and calm appearance,
Blessed is the t2acher, man or woman, wio
keeps the voice and actions even. and in

quier and purposeful wav maintaing law an
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Other helpful sections from Schogl Bells Ringing include -
sections on Reading., Arithemtic, Speliing, Getting the Most From
History, Why Study Geography, The Study of English, and
Health. {pp. 20-38)

Amish textbooks are alsc avallable from Pathway Publishers.
Tncluded in these materials is a copy of a story taken from the
fourth grade reader Building Qur Lives.

ACTIVITIES FOR AN AMISH SCHOOL DAY
READING

Assignment: Read "The Robber™ {pp. 447-457 Building
Qur Lives). Complete the worksheet (pp. 82-82 of
accompanying workbook).

Guidelines for the teacher (See p.223 of Zchocl Bell
Ringing) "The secret is to have each pupil read
a page or so and if a word comes up that cannot
be pronounced correctiy by the pupil, one of the
better students may say it for him. It is impor-
tant here to let the reader try to sound out the
word first, and his classmates should never be
too hasty in helping him. This has a tendency to
worry the reader and may hinder him instead of
helping.

If the class encounters a word that none of the
prupils know, the word should be written on the
blackboard. Then when they are finished, the
teacher can divide the word into syllables with
all the diacritical marks and ask the class to
pronounce it."

Class discussion
1. Why was the bock so important to Chester?

2. Who would buy chestnuts from Mr. Jackson?
How would they be-used?

3. Why did Chester change his mind about
gathering the hickory nuts?

4. Do you think Chester will get the book?
If so, how?

HISTORY
Using a source such as 20 Most Asked Questions About

the amish and Mennonites or Isobel Arvin's rsasearch
paper, Amish Community Bulding in Indiana, read




together with.the class z brief history of the Ana-
baptists movement, the persecution of the Amish
during the 16th century in Europe, and their migra-
tion to the new world. If your class is representing
a specific settlement in its simulated school day, use
the information from Arvin's research paper depicting
the migration of the Amish to that particular Amish
settlement.

GEOGRAPHY

Give the students an outline map of Indiana’'s
counties. Have them color in counties whers Amish
gsettlements are found. Indiana‘'s major Amish
settlements are located in:

Founding Date

1. Marshalli-Kosciusco~-Elikhart Counties 1841

2. Howard-Miami Counties 1848

3. Alien County : 1852-53

4, Adams County 1852

5. Daviess County 1868-69
ARITHMETIC

Arithmetic should be related to the everyday life
of the Amish--it should be viewed by the Amisgh
student as a tool that will be used everyday.

Scme math books have exercises that are of little
value to the Amish. Problems dealing with auto
insurance, stocks and bonds, and symmetric designs
are a waste of time and of little value to the Amish.

It is important to stress the fundamentals of the basic
operations, measurement, percentages, and ratios.
Discount and interest problems are important.

Arithmetic activities could include:
~-Measure the area of the classrcom or playground.

—--Measure the number of sguare feet of wall space in
the room and figure how much paint it would take
to cover it.

-~Use twine 100 feet long to mark off an acre
on the school yard. Compute the total acreazge
of the school ground.



-~Figure the price of a cov sold at a community
sale, the commission, net proceeds, and rate of .,
commission. :

-~Fligure how much money can be saved by paving
cash rather than paying in installments.

--Figure the value of buying at discount prices.

SPELLING
The following list of words could be used for
spelling:
1. Anabaptist refers to peoplée who do not
believe in infant baptism
2. Ordnung a set of religicus rules
followed by Amish people
2. bishop the minister who is the leader
of the community's church
4., English the name used by Amish to refer
to anyone who is not Amish
5. kerosene a fuel used by some Amish for
light
&. propane a bottled gas used in stoves
7. scholars students attending grades 1-8
8. prayer bonnet a cap worn at all times by Amish

women who beliesve the head must
be covered when praving

9. Pennsylvania Dutch a dialect spoken by Amish people
in their home

.,

10. shunning the practice of excluding anyone
wno does not follow the rules
of the church

Before starting the lesson, announce, "Let's have a guiet
roeom and stay at your desks."

To present the spelling lesson:
--Write the word on the chalkboard.

--Divide it in syllables.



--Pronounce it clearly and ask each scholar to
pronounce the word.

--Use the word in a sentence and tell its meaning.
~--Regquire the scholars to write each word 3 times.
-~1f you wish, have a spell-down.

ENGLISH
English is a vital subject in Amish schools. Many
families speak Pennsylvania Dutch at home. It is
important for Amish children to learn English to
prepare for their dealings with their non-Amish
neighbors. It is important for Amish to write
business letters and mail orders. Textbooks are
not recommended hefore fifth grade.

The English lesson for the day could be:

~--Select an ad found in The Budget

~--Write a letter ordering an advertised item.
Stress the importance of correct capitalization,
puncutation, and spelling.

An alternate lesson: {as suggested p. 34 Scheol Bells
Ringing)

The day bhefore the Amish school day.
"Have puplls copy a few pages from some
book, preferable a reader, without using
anything but bare words: no capital letters,
no periods, no commas, gquestions, or exclamation
marks." The teacher takes up the papers. The
papers will be distributed during the day of the
Amish schoocl. The scholars will rewrite the papers
correctly without consuliting the book. The sgcholars
can then exchange papers, get out their books and
check each other's wgrk.

(Interesting comments on the teaching of English in
Amish schools may be found on pages 34,35 Schogl Bells.

Ringing. )

HEALTH

From School Bells Ringing., p. 38.

*In teaching health effectively, the teacher will
rely quite a bit on his powers to speak to the
class. A gocd lecture on a certain subject, for
instance, on howv to have clean teeth., or eating
sensibly, usually makes gquits an impression on a




ciass. . .In looking over the many health books that
are on the market, we find that the older editions
seam to fit our schools best. A teacher should
thoroughly examine the health books before issuing
them to the pupils, for the simple reason that sonme
of the modern books can do more harm than good.n

At recess time children may play baseball, basketball, or

take part in organized games such as kick-the-can.

A debriefing session should be held the day following the Amish
school day. During this session:

--Discuss the kind of stories read by Amish children.
--Discuss why Amish children read this kind of story.
~-Stress the idea that wvalues are taught at school.

--Discuss the reasons for doing arithmetic problems
related to everyday experiences.

~=~T11licit the class's reaction to the discipline in
the Amish classroom. Discuss advantages, disadvantages
and reasons for such behavior.

--Draw inferences as to why Amish do no%t attend school
past eighth grade.

--Discuss the importance of the Supreme Court decision
allowing Amish to have separate schools and the exsmption
of Amish children from compulsory attendance laws.

--Discuss the ramifications of not attending high
schecol and college.
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WCORKING WITH WORDS / The Robber

Match the words in the word box with their meanings at the right.

muse 1. willing to obey; doing what cne is expected
brim 2. the edge of & cup or bowl

shrill ‘ 3. goods b;zing sent by ship, truck, or train
dutiful 4. think in a dreamy way

improvement | 5. sharp; eager

shipment 6. the settling of persons in a new couniry
settlement 7. high and sharp in sound
keen &, becoming better

Write the correct word on the blanks of these sentences.

§ s
.

ship - shipment

Somertimes we packages by express.

The hardwayre store got a large of lawn mowers.

2, agree ~ agreeable

Mary enjoyved werking with Esther because she was an persomn.

Levi did not to buy new skates for his brother.

3. favor - favorable
Joseph enjoyed doing a for his morther.

Father wants to plant corn if the weather is X , .

4. lazy - laziness

is a bad habirt.

Mr. Jones does not want to hire a &I,

3. joy - joyful - enjoy

It was a night when the shepherds heard the angels sing.
We having a picnic by the lake.
Itisa to know that spring is coming.

i D



NKING ABOUT THE STORY / The Robber

Put a check mark () in front of the correct answer to these gquestions,
1. What did Chester find in the store that he wanted very much?

{(  Ya, storv book { )Yec. a book of wildlife
{( )b, apellet gun {( )d. a softball
2. Why didn't he buv it?
( a. His mother didn't let him.
() b. He didn't have enough monev.
{  )c. Somecne else bought it.
(  )d. He wasn't able to get back to the store for it.
3. What did Chester do to earn money’

() a., He gathered hickory nuts for the man at the store.
{ ) b. He sold his rabbits.

{ ) c. He gathered walnuts to sell,

() d. He mowed the lawn for his neighbors.

4. How much money did Chester get for each peck of nurs?

¢ Ya, 23¢ ( Jc. 75¢ ( Ye. 63c
( Yb. 51,00 {( )yd. 30¢ { )i, 33¢
5. When did Chester gather the nurs?
() a. each morning {( )c. each evening after school
( )b, on Saturdays ( )d. on Wednesdays and Thursdays

6. Where did Chester find the last nurs?

() a. in the neighbor's woods
¥ b, under a tree in the field
}c. in a hollow tree
) d. in a small cave-like hollow

.
{
(
7, Who had put the nurs there?
(

} a. the squirrels ( )c. Chester's Dad
) d. the neighbors

—

() b. the chipmunks
8. Why didn't Chester sell these nuts?

{ ) a. He couldn't get them.
) b. He knew the squirrels would get hungry if he took them.
) ¢. The storekeeper had enough.
y d, His father didn't let him.

(
(
(
9. Who had been the robber in this story?
{
(

} a. the squirrels { )c. Chesrer's father
Y b, Chester { )d. the storekeeper

-8 3w



Visiting the Amish

Some Amish families, in an effort to supplament their d
incomes, will welcome groups into their homes. Some will serve
meals and conduct tours of their settlement.

If you know someons who knows an Amish family, ask them to
contact the family.

I have arranged two trips with an Amish familyv in Allen
Ceunty. Our first trip was a Saturday trip. We toured the farm,
sawmill, and the house. We rode in buggies, partocok of an Amish
meal, looked into an Amish school and observed 1ife throughout the
countryside.

After establishing the contact with this family, I approached
them with the idea of bringing my class to their farm for an
overnight. They agreed.

We arrived in the area around 2 PM Friday afternoon. The
Grabers, our hosts, had arranged for us to visit the Amish School.
Cur students spent half an hour in the Amish school--asking and
answering questions. At the end of the school day the bus from
the public school picked up half of the Amish children. The other
half had to wait for the buss's second run. My class played with
thess remaining Amish children on the playground.

We arrived at the farm in time to observe the sawmill in
operation (without the use of electricity, of course) and to watch
the family dc¢ evening chores. A number of the family's relatives
rode in on buggies bringing food for ocur evening "picnic” in the
sawmill. (It was raining!) After the picnic the Amish family sang
many songs for us.

The family had planned for us to sleep in the sawmill, but
since i1t was cold and rainy, they allowed us %o take sleeping
bags into their five-bedroom home.

Brave ones arose early enough to help milk cows in the
merning. Everyocne arose in time for a breakfast of sausage,
buscuits, gravey, e¢ggs, and hot cereal.

A wagon ride gave the class a glimpse of the communitv. Mr.
Graber also agreed to go with us on the bus to visit an Amish
brass shop and a harness shop. Back at the farmhouse, the class
found another big meal waiting for them!

Twenty-five children and 17 adults were immersed in the Amish
culture for 36 hours..

As a part of our follow-up activities each chilé wrote a
thank you letter and an account of their experience. Their
stories were copied and assembled into a booklets so that each
child could have a remembrance of the trin.



Perhaps the hest evaluation of the trip came from a student
who wrote, "When you were singing, even though it was cold
cutside, vour singing made me feel warm on the inside.d , !

Cne of the family members who cam in via buggy for the picnic
told our principal that he would be interested in having a class
visit. There are Amish willing to host visitors--if you can find
them! :

Isobal Arvin



RESOURCES FOR TEACHING ABQUT THE AMISH

The Budget, 134 N. Factory Street, Sugarcreek, Ohio 44681
Phone {(216) 852-4634
The Budget is a weeKly newspaper published for
the Amish and Mennonite Communities throughout the
Americas. Correspondents from local settlements
send weekly news for publication. Many inferences
about Amish l1ife can be made from reading the paper.
Price: 50 cents per issue.

Copblestone, the History Magazine for Young Pecple. Volume 8
Number 11, November 1987.
Cobblestone Publishing, Inc., 30 Grove Street,
Peterborough, NH 03458
This issue of Cobblesteone is soley devoted to articles
about the Amisnh. The articles are written for
elementary students. Other resources for feaching
about the Amish are iisted.

People's Place Booklets:

This series of paperback books ($4.95 each) is available
from People's Place Booklets, Main Street, Intercourse
Phr 17534, Good fourth grade readers can read the

books. Middle School students would also find the bocks
guitable for their reading level.

Booklet No. 1: 20 Most Asked Questions about the Amish
and Mennconites, Merle and Phylliis Good,
1979,

Booklet No. 2 A Quiet and Peaceable Life, John L. Ruth
1885.

Booklet No. 3 Plain Bugogies Amish, Mennonite, and
Brethern Horse-~Drawn Transportation,
Stephen Scott, 1981.

Booklet No. 4 Quilts Among the Plain People, Rachel 7.
Pellman and-Joanee Ranck, 1981.

Booklet No. I Cocoking and MEMORIES, Phyllis Pellman Good,
1983.

Booklet No. & The Amish Schoel, Sara E. Fisher and Rachel
K. Stahl, 1986.

Booklet No. 7 Whv do Theyvy Dress That Way?, Stephen Scott,
1986.




Booklet No. 8 The Amish Wedding and Other Special Occasions

of the 01d Order Communities, Stephen Scott,
1988.

Bocklet No. 9 Living Without Electricity, Stephen Scobtt
and Kenneth Pellman, 1990.

Booklet No.l0 The Puzzles of Amish Life, Donald B.
Kraybill, 1990

The following books are helpful for planning an Amish School
Day for your class.

Byler, Uria R. School Bells Ringing. Alymer, Ontario:
Pathway Pubiishing Corporation, 1980.
A manual for Amish teachers and parents. A helpful
source for planning a typical Amish school day.
Available from Pathway Publishers, R.R. 4 Box 266,
Lagrange, IN 46761 {Current price $3.00).

Pathway Publishers, Building Cur Lives, Lagrange, IN:
Pathway Publishers, 1979.
A fourth-grade reading tex:i used in Amish schools.
Current price, $8.00. A pupil workbock 1is also
availablie,.

A catalcg of Amish publications is available from Pathway Publishers,
B.R.4 Box 266, LaGrange, IN 46761.



