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REABTIONALE
To walk in somebody 2lse’ s shoes offers cevtainiy the besgt
way 1o understand attitudes and behaviors that would
otherwise remain strangs and distant. The distance botwesn
the life of the Novthwestern frontier and to—dav'e Youth
seemg sometimes insurmountabls, By havins students recreats
and resnact |if2 845 it was in Indiana about two csnturies
aso I hop2 to bUild & bridee between history and tha
FeEnSration destined to the new fFrontisrs in Space,
Last summer I wrote the papsy for this Seminar with this
prodect in mind., It will s2rve as a canovacscio was ussd in
the commedia deli’arte. This form of theaters started in
Itaty in the 18th century and very popular until the 2ariy
18th century att over Europes, offered gsreat fresdom to
creativity., On the bages Of the canovaccin or story QUL T irie,
the various theater companises coUld repressent a new olay
every time they moved from one Ccity to the next in order to
interest as directiy A% POSSible the local audiences,
From the sketched history I rescarched about the Richerviile
famity, Wittiam Welis and the Connor brothers. the students
will have the opportunity OF Writine a play on how the
diversified forces on the frontier interacted with each ather
and with the native Indians. I seiected the characters of my
Baper thinking about with which kind of individuals students
Of a rurat school district like mine would easity identify., I
feel that the heroes I chose ére moOre approachable than the

Ghining stars in the history books.



GENERAL. OBJECTIVE

Rocording to theiv talsnts and inclhinationg all students
attending the American History course reqayived in high schood
witl contribute to the proJect. Tenth and eleventh Fradears
Will write, stage and perform a drama as snd of semester
plav, The preparation of this event wiil stretoh over the
semester and will involve also the ZooP2ration of the
teachers of world history,; Englishs, arts music, Pame
ECONOMICSy VOCATIional education and sciencs.

The history teachers will help in T282arching the svents of
the period while the science teacher will |ead The students

in the inqauiry about the changog in the anvivronment.

The Engslish tsacher will guide in the Writineg of the script
and the art instructor will advise in the designing of the
SCEeNeTY.

In their music classes the students will learn to executs and

#ventual ly compose the mUsSic to be performed in the oiay.
In home economic the designated a}cuw of Students will saw
the costumss and (2arn to Prepare the Kind of food
approgriate to the time and place.

The vocational classes will make toois, furniture and

WRAPRONS.



SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

1. Map and outiine the Indiana frontier by referring to the
Viverg of the Northwsstern territory.

“. Draw a time |ine COVETing the beginning of white
PERetration in the Mid-West to the time of the Northwest
Ordinance. Events of European history occurring in the same
period will appear paraliel to the @vents of the North
American continent,

S List and name the different national ities present on the
frontier within the frams of the time {ine.

4. Explain the reasons for tThe concentration of suUch
different peopies in specific areas.

G. Describe the distinguishing tharacteristics Of the diverse
tife styles on the Indiana frontier.

E. Recreate on stage the environment sSuitable to host scenes
from the timeg in history under study through background
scenery and internal decorating

7. Write and ernact dialoques fitting the characters of my
paper and the Ccircumstances in wh}ch they |ived,

8. Outline the phases of American penetration from the South
and the Easgt.

3. List the changes brousht about by the the Northwestern

Ordinance in the Life Of 2ach characters of the play.



SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITIES

1. Al students in the Prodact shall read my paper and invent
4 PIOoT with characters taken from it. Study guides will heip

tThe students throaughk This brocess.

2. Class discussions and VOTing will vegyult it the plot T b

adoptad as base for the drama.

3. Bl students shall avail themseives of the direct
EXREYVIieNce gained from VisSits to histarical sites Vike

Vincennes, Lincoln Boyhood Farm, Fort Ouiatanon.

4. The students chall be divided in groups according to their
interegts,
5. Each aroup will special ize in the rvresearch and

reconstiruction Oof one single A80eCt Of the worid of the
frontier. Specific gocals witl be €&t Lo bhe reachsed Within &

determined period of time. Contracts between the teachey and

ZAaCh Singig 9roup wWill formalize the advancement of the
RroJject.
E. One day earh wesk will be reserved for research and

sharing of information wWithin the aroup and wWithin the class,



EVALURTION

The Six Wesks 9rading period adopted by my Schoo! wWill be the
base of divigion for the thres stases of the Project!
ressarch and planning: production and e@Xsecutiofn.

Hionma the way the sroups of Students will be evaluated and
gradad on the bases of the group forms and the contracts.
Both of these toois combined will account for one fourth Of
the Six wesks srade.

The uitimate evaluation of this pProJect will be gaiven by the

aldience the night of the paerformance of the schoo!l plav.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The main source of this BroJect will be the production of
this Institute. The research papsers and thes iesson plans
pregented by the particivants offers guch an abundance of
information about the peYicd we Will recreate that I do net

think other sources will b2 nesded.



