A STUDY PLAN FOR SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

By Patricia Johnson

GRADE LEVEL: Elementary

Prepared in partial fulfillment of reguirements for
TINDIRNA AND THE NEY MATION, 1776-187s8"
a project of the Historic Southern Indiana Project
of the University of Southern Indiana
8600 University Boulevard
Evansville. Indiana 47712
(812) 465-7014

FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES

THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE DUPLICATED WITHOUT WRITTEW PERHISSION FROW
THE UMIVERSITY OF SOUTHERNE TNDTANA



AN INTRODUCTION TO A STUDY PLAN FOR SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

by Patricia C. Jchnson

ke
that history, exciting history. took place on the East Coast
or with the Cowboys and Indians out west. Neot until I
started teaching fourth grade and Indiana History 414 I
renlize that what happened in other aress of the United
States also happsned hear.

I was fortunate to have a History Professor at Indianas
University, Southesst in Hew Albany who had an ability to
make history coms alive! I wag also able to gpend a greatb
deal of time with the unofficial historian of Scott County.,
Dr. Carl Bogardus, a close family friend of my husband. Dr.
Bogardus, a busy phvsician pursued his interest in history
and spent many hours regearching his adopted state and local
area. Dr. Bogardus wrote several small books on various
topics surrounding the history of Scott County.

The local weekly newspaper has for vears been reprinting
a page From the past esach week. ¥We have an active Historical
Society whose members have been very helpful.

I grew up in a small southern Indiana county believing



L&

tethod:

Ir.

SCOTT COUNTY

A Teaching Unit

Te ineorease the knowledge of gtudents' home county.
To give students a sense of their past, present and

future.

Scott County Public Library

Scott County Historical Soocietw

Papers of Dr., Carl R. Begardus

Lexington by Mary Wilson

The Early History of Scott County by Dr.
Bogardus '

The Centennial of Austin by Dr. Bogardus
Pigeon Reost by Dr. Bogardus

The Scott County Journal and Chronicle weekly
paper

Interviews with older citizens.

Family records and pictures.

Descendents of Pigeon Roost by Grassn

Make booklets and bocks available to studentis.

Present lessons and discussions on following topics:

is
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History of county before the county was formed.
{i.e. Pigeon Koozt Massacrs!)

Reazonsz for forming county.

A. Why it was needed.

B. %hen it was formed.

C. Where 1t's name came £rom.

B. Use of land before becoming countyv.
Early settlers.

Political makeup. townships: then and now.
Early towns 1in county.

Industries in county, then and now.
Education in county, then and now.

Sgcial life in county, then and now.
Important people from county.

¥Yamous oy infamous events.

The unit iz closed with 2 field trip and the making
of a book.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 1:

PIGEON ROOST:

Beforse Indianz became a state a few brave families moved
across the Ohio River to settle in the southern part of the
State as we know 1t today.

2 small settlament was begun about twenty mileg north of
the Chio River. The settlement was Rnown as Pigeon Roost.
Tt was inhabited mainly by farmers. The people were friendly
and welcomed all visitors, both white and red.

The Shawnes Indiasns would come down from the north to
hunt in this area and across the river intoe Kentucky. The
settlers considered the Indiansg safe, although not
necessarily friends.

On September 3, 1812, the settlers were not alarmed to
ses familiar Shawnee faces moving through the woods. This
peaceful gcene soon turned tragic as the Indians began
killing any white person whether it be man, woman orx child
that they saw. A total of twentyv-four people, thrse nmen,
five women and sixteen children had been killed when all was

finished.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 2:

A MEW COUNTY PETITIONED:

I 1818 the residents of what is now Scoft County,
petitioned the state government to create a nsw county.
In 18220 Scott County was created. Land Erom Clark.
Jefferson, Jennings, Jackson and Washington was taken to form
the new county.

The county was named for Gensral Charles Scott of
Revolutionary War fame. General Scott had led an expedition
through the Northwest Territory and crossed what is now Scott

County.



SCOTT CQUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 3@

EARLY SETTLERS:

The first white settler of what is now Scott County was
John Kimberlin, who came from Virginia. He settled his
family on five hundred acres. This land was Tract # 264 of
the Clark's grant, located 1/2 mile northwest of Nabk, which
iz now located on the county line.

Tnis trach was assigned to Captain William Harred. John
Rimberlin purchased the iand on April 4, 1804. The Himberlin
cakin was used as a blockhouse for survivors of the Pigeon
RBoust massacre.

Most eariv settlers came from Kentucky., Virginia and
MNorth Carclinsa.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 4:

The political makeup of Scott County consisted of three
townships. We now have five townships. The county has been
predominantly demccoratic since it's creation.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesgsson 5@

TOWNS IN SCOTT COUNTY, THEN AND NOW:

EARLY TOWNS:

Lexington

Vienna

L.ecta

Holman/Blocher

HWooster

Albion

New Franklin

Austin
Centerville/Scotisburg
Habb

PRESENT DAY TOWHNS:

Scottshurg
Austin
Lexington
Vienna
Blocher
Lectsa



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Leszson 73

INDUSTRIES IN SCOTT COUNTY, THEN AND NOW:

Many industries sprang up in Scott County. Each of the
little towns had numerous industries. including:

Grist Mills

Saw Mills

Pottery Works

¥heat Fans {(Manufactures of}
Gun Smiths

Silver Smiths

Furniturs Factories
Automoebile Manufacturers
Humercous Canning Factories
Salt Mine

Banks

MODERN INDUSTRIES:

Morgan Packing Company
hmerican Can Co. {(Closed in 1928}
Imperial HMarble

Multicolory

American Plastics

Scottsburg Plastics

Holmes Industries

Derby FPackaging

Bowater Computer Forms

Scott Manufacturing Co.

E-Cord, a new Japaness auto parits plant being built.
Humercous other small plants, shops.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 8:

EDUCATICON IN SCOTT COUNTY, THEN AND NOW:

Schools were provided in areas where twenty-five or more
students could be attained. These schools were poorly
equipped and had ghort terms. They were taught by
inadeguatelv prepared teachers who were paild by subscription
from the patrons.

Seminaries were also established for secondary education
to furnish a link between district and college. The first
normal school or school for teacher training in this arez was
agtablished in Lexzington.

High School diplomas were given for the first time in
1898, Fifteen students were in the first three yaar
graduating class. A four year course was first offered in
1867. The High School had only one teacher. In the early
1900's, it was evident that one teacher could not handle all
needed subljects and it was cut pack to thres years.

Some of the early schools were:

Greenbrier
Concord
Baech Grove
Frog Peond
Plymouth
Kimberlin
Ireland

Splif Stump
Other district schools werse known by number.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 9:

SOCIAL LIFE IN SCOTT COUNTY, THEN AND HOW:

From its’ sarliy beginnings, Scott County was very up to
date with social activities.

511 of the towns had:
Literary Clubs
Libraries
Service Organizations “Eastern Stay”
Many Churches
Some conmunities had:
Opera Houses.

The usuzl piconesr forms of entertainment wers:

Quilting beses
Corn huskings
Church Sccials
Dances.

Seott County still has many ssyrvice clubs, movie theaters,
bowling lanes, skating rinks, restaurants.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 10:

IMPORTANT PEOQPLE FROM SCOTT COUNTY:

William H. English
¥illiam E. English
Renc Brothers

John Hunt HMorgan

Colongl Lee Janes

John Cougsar Mellencanp

Writer

Military

Outlaws, committed two train
robberies in Scott County.
Eaided through and camped
onpe night in Scott County.
Commanding Officer at Cape
Canaveral, HNASA Base.

Hag relatives in Scott Co.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 11:

COUNTY EVENTS (FAMOUS AND INFAMOUS) :

Pigeon Roost

World's Second Trailn Robbery
Lynching in Courtyard
Morgan's Raiders



SCOTT COUNTY HISTCORY

Lesson 12:

To close oub Scotnt County unit, we take s bus tour. The
students board the bus after morning record keeping is over
and hesd for the site of the Pigeon Roost Monument.
Fortunately, the route to the monument follows closely the
traii of the massacre znd locations of killings can be
pointed out. After arriving at the Monument, the students
are alleowed o wander through the cemetery and make rubbings

off of the stonss.

Then we board the bus for the compunity of Leocta. An
elderly gentleman has an antigue cellection dating back to
the Pigeon Roost Massacre of 1812. The students tour Mr.
Comer's collection. They are free to handle most of the

articlies on display.

We then go north and pass by the site of the zecond
syain robbery in history by the Renoc Brothers. We then go
through Scottsburg and Austin and out to Hardy Lake., where
there is an early 18th Century cemetery and they can make
more rubbings. We all enjoy a picnic lunch there befors
hoarding the bus to continue on cur Journey.

We travel through three towns that no longer exist and
go on to Lexington, the original County Seat. We then hack
track *oward our school building, peointing out many cther
historical sites along the way.

Tf there is enough time we will stop by the local Dairy
gueen for a gquick snack. Then it is back to the old school
houge just in time to transfer to busses to go home at the

end of a near perfect day.



S§COTT COUNTY HISTORY

Lesson 13:

The dav after our bus touyr, the students ave given &
test on Scott County. They also take their specially printed
stories of the County and combine them in a county shaped
book to take home and keep.

Letters are written to Mr., Comer thanking him for his
time and hospiltality in sharing his part of history with us.



The rescource material Ffor these lesson plans are mads
available to the students and they are asked to find as much
information as they c¢an to present to the clags.

T then read a prepared text about each lssson in detail.
The students compare what they have and whalt I have Just
taught.

The students are encouraged to talk to older relatives
and to bring in any information then can and this is added as
fact if it can be documented, as folklore 1f it can't.

This is an ever changing lesson development.



SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY

TEST:

3}

4}

73

81}

91

What event happened in Septenber, 18137
Who or what was Scott County named for?
Where did the land come from when Scott County was formed?

How nmany townships did Scott County originally have?
. How many are there now? .

Why was Scott County formed?

Yhat haoppened to Holman, Wooster, Albicon, Hew Franklin
and Centerville?

Who's statue stands in the Courtysrd?

Who wag the first gettler in Scott County?
HMame the man who's antigue shop we visited?
Name three early schools in Scott County?
What esvent ook place in the Courtvard in

Did vou enioy yvour study of Scott County?
What did vou enioy the most?






