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Lesson Plans for a Teaching Unit entitleq:

JONATHAN JENNINGS

Indlana’s First Governor

By Sheila A. Reed

Grade Level: 4 - 12

Time: 3-5 Class perlods '
This unit should be presented gfter students have studied
the time period 1800-1816 in Indiana history.

Materials:
Teacher: for a detalled blography of Jonathan Jennings see
Dorothy L. Riker‘s "Jonathan Jennings" in Indiana
Magazine of History (December 1932): 223-239.

for a general overview of the political conditlions in
Indlana 1800-1818 see James H. Madison:

A State History Bloomington, Indiana University

Press, 1986,

Student: Jonathan Jennings biography packet
Timeline Activity
Crossword Puzzle
Sentence Completion Worksheet
Map Activity
Essay Test

Evaluation: Essay Test
Objectives:

Students wiil:
L. identify Jennings as the first governor of our state,
2. recognize Jennings’'s efforts in working for and sec¢uring
statenood for Indiana.
3. become familiar with the major events in Jennings‘s life,
4. complete 3z variety of worksheets to reinforce hasic facts
concerning Jennings’'s ]ifa.



Activities:

i,

Teachers should familarize themselves with the packground
material and the information in the stugents’ packet prior to
leading a class discussion of the ¢ime period and events.

Students should reac the Jennings blography packet. This can be
done individually. in smai! groups or as a whole class,

Teacher-led discussion of informatlion in the packet to gnsure
students understand events and activities in Jennings‘s ||te.

Several activities are incluced to reinforce main facts about
Jennings. These can oe done using the piography packet to
iocate answers, or without the packet, to act as a preliminary
evaluation activity.

1. Timelline Activity
2. Crossword Puzzle

3. Sentence Completion
4. Map Activity

. Evaluation of students’ Knowledge is measured by an essay

activity.



JONATHAN JENNINGS

Indiana‘s First

Governor

Jonathan Jennings was born in 1784, prabably in Hunterdon Lounty, New Jersey.
His father, Jacob Jennings, was a doctor and a minister of the Dutch Reformed
Church, His mother, Mary Kennedy Jennings, was the daughter of a doctor who Was
alsoc a Presbyterian minister. She was well-educated for a woman of the time,
Jonathan was the sixth child. He had four older brothers, one younger brother and
two sisters.

In 1791, the Jennings family moved to Dunlap’s Creek in western Pennsylvania,
and soon Mrs. Jennings died. Jonathan attended elementary schoa! at home and
grammar school at Cannonsburg, Pennsylvania. One of his tlassmates was William
Hendricks, who became Jennings‘s friend in Indiana and went on to become our second
governor .,

Jennings studied law with John Simonson {(who may have been his brother-in~1 aw}
in Washington, Fennsylvania, and in 1B0&, was at Steubenvilla, Ohio, in his brother,
Obediah’s law office. He was 22 vears old. He decided to challenge the exciting
West, and in Apri! 1807 was Tiving in Vincennes, the capital of the Indiana
Territory,

Jennings came to Vincennes and immediately tried to get intp to the top of
Tocal society. Being young, sducated and ambitious, he was partly successful. He
was admitted to practice !aw during the April court term. He also took empl oyment
as a clerk in the land office of John Badollet and as an assistant clerk in the
territorial House of Representatives. Jennings also worked for a very short time
with Elibu Stout, publisher of the Western Sun, the first newspaper publighed in the
territory. His level of education and his excellent handwriting, as well as his
personal ity helped him secure those positions., While in Vincennes, Jennings rame im
close contact with many imoortant neople 1n the tarritory and he tried to recone

important in the town,



By tate 1808, he had left Vincenres because he was not able to get that
importance. He moved esastward to south central Indiaﬁa.

Jennings’s active political career began in the =lection of the tarritorial
delegate to Congress in 1B09. The eiection was the first ane in which the citizens
of Indiana Territory directly chose their delegate. In a conversation, sometime in
parly 1809, with Nathanie! Ewing, his former amplover at the Vincennes }and office,
Ewing said "Look us up a good candidate +or Congress,” and Jennings replied, “Why
wouldn’'t I do?"

Jennings‘s opponent in this election was Thomas Randolph, a cousin to Thomas
Jefferson and friend of Governor Harrison. In the campaign, Jennings began to show
his genius as a politician. Jennings’ campaign style was to visit with the frontisr
farmer on a equal basis. He joined in the political rally sporting activities and
didn’t hesitate to participate in the “common—-falk" chores. As campaigning was
considered to be in poor taste, Jennings would always "be on the way" somewhere and
Just "happen' to be in the neighborhood.

In the election Jennings received 478 votes and Randolph got 402. Jennings was

“the Indiana Territory delegate to Congress from 1809 until 1816, During that time
he kept the common man‘s goals and problems before Congress. He presented a number
of suggestions to Congress. Many of thaese had to do with changing the land sale
system to make it easier to buy land and increasing frontier safety from Indian
attacks. He helped create additional companies of Rangers. He continued to be an
outspoken opponent of Bovernaor Harrison.

Statehood had been promised under the Northwest Ordinance when an area had a
population of &0,000. With the end of the War of 1BIZ in 1814, a flood of settliers
moved to the territory. The land offices at Vincennes and Jeffersonville did a
booming business, bringing a steady supply of money into the area. The next logical
step was statshood.

The Sereral Assemblv orosrz 2 census taken of fhe frae c2ocie and the fres
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Nrepmrted favorably on January S, 1814, The Hpuse passed the bill on March is by a
vote of 108 to 3 and sent it to the Senate on March 30, The bill was sent to
President James Madison, who signed this Enabling Act on Apri) 19, 1814. Indiana
Territory now had the United States government’'s permission to organize a state
government ,

The original bill reported by the Jennings’s committee in January set the
boundaries of the state at an east/west line through the southernmost tip of Lake
Michigan. In the final act signed on April 19, this line had been changed to run
ten miles north of the original one. We don’t know why the boundaries of Indiana
were changed but it is Tikely that Jennings was involved in enlarging Indiana to
include portage on Lake Michigan and the present day major industrial areas of Gary,
Hammond, Michigan City, South Bend, Mishawaka and Elkhart,

The Enabling Act set May 13 as the day for the election of delegates to a
constitutional convention. 1If a majority of the delegates agreed to statehood, a

constitution was to be written that excluded slavery. Congress alse aoffered us the

salt licks; section sixteen of each township to further public education; money from

the sale of public land in the stats to be used to develop road systems to and
inside the state: and free land to establish a state university and a capital city.

On June 10, 1816, forty-three men from Indiana‘s thirteen counties met in
Corydon. On the first day, Jennings was elected as the president of the convention.
The convention then decided whether or not to form a constitution and state
overnment. On the afterncon of June 11, after several hours pf discussion, the
Convention voted 34-8 tgo proceed with the formation of the constitution. Each day
the convention began by meeting to hear reports from committees on their parts of
the constitution. When this was finished, they separated into committees tp
continue work on the sections assigned to them,

The convention met svery dayv. sucept Sunday, for thres weeks. On June 29, the
wonvention accented the terms For statehocd offered hy Congress, the final

id an election on fhe
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constitution was not given to the pecole of Indiana for their approval . During the
five weeks between the close of the convention and the August Sth election, Jennings
was busy campaigning for the governorship against Thomas Fasey,

Gn November 4, 18146, the First General Assembly of the State of Indiana met in
Corydon, reviewed the returns, and declared Jennings elected as the first governor
of the state. Jennings got 5211 votes and Fosey 3934, Jennings began his
administration on November 7, 1Bl&.

In Washington D.C. the United States Senate, on December &, and the House, on
December 9, approved Indiana’s request for admission. William Henry Harrisan
introduced the House request for his former frontier home. On December 11, 18is
Fresident James Madison signed the act and Indiana bacame tﬁe ningteenth state.

Jennings most unusual act while he was gqovernor, was his part in getting the
“New Purchase" Indian land. In 1818, Jennings was sent by Fresident Monroe, to make
a treaty to buy Indian land in :entral.lndiana. Jennings, along with Benjamin Parke
and Lewis Cass, met with representatives of the lelaware, Wea, Kickapoo, Miami and
Fottawatomi tribes at St, Mary‘s, Chioj and successfully purchased most of the land
south of the Wabash River.

On October 3, 1818 Jennings wrote to Lt. Governor Christopher Harrison "that it
may be necessary for you to attend the seat of government to discharge such duties
as devolve on the executive of Indiana." Harrison claimed that Jennings had given
up the office and, therefore, he was the legal governor. He took the state sgal ,
opened his own governor’s office, and refused to surrender eithsr when Jennings
returned. Indiana had two governors'

On December 12, a committee reported that Jennings had, indeed, accepted
another position with the United States government and asked him to appear and be
questiored about giving up the governorshin., In & fit of anger, Jennings burned his
commission and refused {o aposar befors the investigation commitiee. He sent a

Tawyer and a said that he thoughi what nNe Rad dons was ~1gkt and that n2 onlv wanted
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popular with the people, the House voted 15-13 to recognized him as the rightéul
mgavarnar. Harrison resigned his office in protest cof the House’s failure to support
him. Jennings must have felt some pleasure at this political support and that he
was still strong enough to withstand this attack,

Jennings first term of office was to expire in 1819, and he again was a
candidate. In this race, his chief opponent was his former lieutenant governor,
Christopher Harrison. Jennings won by over 2000 votes.

Jennings addressed the General Assembly twice in December 1819, and asked to
appoint a commission to select the site of the new capital on the Tand he had helped
the United States purchase in central Indiana. A commission of ten men was
appointed and Jennings called them to meet on May 22, 1820 at William Connor’s
trading post. The commissioners remained in the area until June 7 and decidaed on
the mouth of Fall Creek as the site of the capital city.

In 1822 Jennings became a candidate far Congress. He resignéd as governor.
The constitution limited him to twg terms and he wanted to continue his political
carser. He was easily elected from the Zecond District and was re-elected in 1824,
1824, and 1528,

During his career in Congress, Jennings represented his district fairly and
kept in mind the needs of the common people of Indiana. He was popular with the
people in Indiana and they felt he did a good Job for them in Congress.

Jenningg was defeated in the Congressional eltections of (830, By this time, he
was deeply in debt and had become a heavy drinker. Mis friends, in an effort to
help him stop drinking, supported his opponents. Their sféioris were succeésfuf in
getting him defeated. Unfortunately, he continued to drink and last much of his
friends’ goodwill. He retired to his home 1n Charlestown although he continued to
be interested in public affairs. His last official act was whan Fresident Jackson
appnointed him to meet with thae Fottawatomi and Miami Indians, Jennings traveled to
the Treaty Grounds at Tioopecarce amd net Aith fhe Indians during Sotober 1332, The
indiars there 4idn‘t want 45 ~ez Witm sIme of

they sald Re was a 300d mar and Lrsw how o to Trmat them,



Jennings returned to Charlestown and his farm. He was in debt and poor and
only the efforts of his friends saved his home. He died on July 24, 1832 and was
buried in a plain pine coffin in an unmarked agrave overlooking Charlestown. The
legislature, some years later, caused a marker toc be erected on the arave of
Indiana‘s first governor.

Jonathan Jennings was Jjust fifty vears old when he died., He spent his entire
adult life working for the good of the people of nhis adopted home. He was popular
with the ordinary, common people. They repeatedly returned him to office with large
votes.

He seemed to have two basic beliefs in his political ideas. One was a great
dislike of Governor William Henry Harrison and his friends, the other was an equal
hatred of slavery.

As a politician, Jennings was very successful. After 1809, Jennings held no
other Jjob besides his elective offices. He was a professional office holder: and
developed his compaign teahniquea to the fullest. He spent weeks touring the sfate
an horseback, visiting the peopie of Indiana as they went about their daily affairs.
He made great use of newspapers and their abitity to keep his name well-known i a
time before radio and television. He regularly wrote letters to newspapers and sent
booklets to his people at the end of Conaressional SEssiong.

From the time Jennings settled in the territory, he worked hard to make sure
that Indiana would remain free from slavery. Once elected, he acted fairly and in
the best interests of his people back home in indiana. He is remembered as the
first governor of a state that he helped to form. Jennings had made his way without
the advantages of money and social standing. He was a self-made man in the frontier

tradition.
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Name

Directions: Beside each date, fil! in the correct event from Jonathan
Jennings‘s life,

JONATHAN JENNINGS
Indiana’s First Governor

Timeline

1784

1791

1806

1807

1809

1815

1816 June

1816 Bugust

1816 December

1818

181%

1820

1822

{830

1832

1834




Use these events to fill in the timeline tor Jonathan Jennings.

Re-elected as governor
Introduced Indiana‘s request for statehood to Congress
Studied law in Ohio

Helped buy central Indiana from Indians with the New Purchase Treaty
Born in New Jersey

Defeated for re-election and retired to Chariestown

Moved to western Pennsylvania

Elected President of the Constitutional Convention In Corydon
Moved to Vincennes

Indlana pecomes the 19th state

Selected committee to locate land for the new state capltal
Died in Charlestown

Met with Miami & Potawatami Indians at Tippecanoce

Elected Indiana’s first governor

Elected Ter%itorial Delegate to the United States Congress

Resigned as governor
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1784
1791

1806
1807
1809

1815
1816

1816
1816
1818

1819
[820

1822

1830
1832

1834

JONATHAN JENNINGS

Timeilne

Jonathan Jennings born in New Jersey

Moved to western Pennsylvania, attended scheel and his mother

died
Studied law in Chio
Moved to Vincennes, capital! of the Indiana Territory

Elected Indiana‘s Territorial Delegate to the United States
Congress

Introduced Indiana s request for statehood to Congreés

June - Elected Presicent aof the Constitutional Convention in
Coryden

August - Elected Incdiana’s first Governor
December - Indiana becomes the [9th state to Jeln the Union

Helped buy central! Indiana from the Indians with the New
Purchase land treaty

Re-elected as governor
Selected committee to iocate land for the new state capital

June - resigned Governorship to become a candldate for the
United States Congress

Defeated for re-election and retired to Charlesten, Indiana

Met with the Miam: & Potawatam! Indians at Tippecanoe Treaty
Grounds. Last official act.

July 26 - Died in Charlesten. Indiana
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Name

Folliow the directions on

4

(0 B3

.

sgnathan Jenninas

Map Activity

the map below.

Locate and jabel these cities: Vincennes, Corvdon, anpg Indianapolis,
Draw, label, and color these rivers: Chic and Wabash.
Color the southern part of Indiana that was settied by whites in

1818, green.
Color the New Purchase land that

the Indian tripes, tight brown.
5. Color the lang that etil! belonged to the indlans, red.

Jenathan Jennings helped to buy from
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JONATHAN JENNINGS
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" ACROSS CLUES DOWN CLUES

2. When Jennings first moved to . Jennings was against this man.

Indiana, this is where he Tived. (3 words)
5. Jennings was very much against 3. Jennings was born here. (2 words)
this. 4. When Jennings was in Vincennes,
7. The first governor of the state this was his jab.
of Indiana was this man. - The town where Jennings lived and
(2 words) where he retired to in {230.
14, Jennings was elected az the - Jennings was elected as the firsgt
of the Constituticonal of these in the state of
Convention. Indiana.
11, The first state capital wxs in . Jennings did thiz in {222 =20 he
this town. could become a representative to
2. In $218, Jennings helpsd buw this Congress.
tand from the Indians. (2 words
V3. Im 1220, Jennings choze men to
sefect the site 2Ff the rew ztate
capital,

!4, A group of men wrote this in June

1814 in Corrdon.
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WORD LIST: JONATHAN JENNINGS

CHARLESTOWN INDIANAPOLIS
CLERK JONATHANJENNINGS
CORYDON NEWPURCHASE
CONSTITUTION NEWJERSEY
GOVERNOR PRESIDENT

ANSWERS : JONATHAN JENNINGS

RESIGNED

SLAVERY

VINCENNES
WILLIAMHENRYHARRI SON

i



Indiana History Worksheet

Jonathan Jennings

Name

DIRECTIONS: Use the biograph
that will complete the follio
Jonathan Jennings was the
He was very much against
He was born in the year
When Jennings first moved

city of

y of Jonathan Jennings to find the word or words
Wing sentences correctly,

first of Indiana.

and died in

to the Indiana Territory, he lived in the

=

Most of his first jobs wh

"

In
to Congress,

He

He

He helped add a strip of

state that includes the cities of

L]

1809, Jennings was elected as the
was elected as the president of the

is buried in the town of

#n he came to Indiana Territory were as a

in Corvdon in 1816.

land to Indiana in the naorthern part of the

and

10, President

signed the law that make

Indiana a state.

Indiana became the ninetzenth state on

1%, Jennings was slected as the govarnor timasg
L& In 1818, Jenmings melzed o Suv a large zart of canteal Irdiana
“rom o the Indiam rritez -a” sd the




(4. In 1822, Jennings resigned the governorship to be slected as a
representative to .

15. Jennings knew how to win elections. He was a good
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governor
stavery

1784 and 1834
Vincennes
clerk

Constitutional Convention
Charlestown

in any order: Bary, Hammond,
Mishawaka, Elkhart

10, James Madison

11. December 11, 1814

12. two

13. New Purchase

14. Congress

13, politician

VO ~NO AL D)

territorial delegate (or similar answer)

Michigan City, South Bend,
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Choose one of the following statements and write a paragraph about |t.
Rememher to Indent your paragraph, use complete sentences, capital
jetters and pericds. Begin with a toplc sentence. Write at least FIVE

good sentences.

You are a newspaper reporter for the Western Sun newspaper. It is 1834,
Write a newspaper article tellling about the death of Jonathan Jennlngs.
Be sure to include why he was *famous.?

You are Jonathan Jennings. It Is July 1816. Write a speech telling the
people of Indlana why they should elect you as the governor of the new
gtate.

You are Jonathan Jennings. It'ls 1819. Write a letter to the newspaper
telllng why you should be re-elected as the governor.

You are Jonathan Jenningg. It ls 1816, Write a speech telling the
Unlted States Congress why Indiana should become the 19th state.

You are Jonathan Jennings. It is 1830. Write your autoblography.



