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LIFE AT A FRENCH FUR TRADING POST

IHTRODUCTION

The study of history can be an abstract and “boring"
experience for elementary-aged students 1f the teytbook is
the basis of the curriculum. The typical textbocok desligned
to teach Indiana history, for example. s so condensed and
summar ized that students obtaln only superficial! knowledge
at best. Elementary students need to be actively lnvolved
in first-hand experiences in order to enrich their
understanding ¢f the rich heritage of their home state.

Taking part in a festival such as the Fe;st of the
Hunters” Moon s one way that fourth grade students can
experience life as (t was in the 1700”'s at a French Fur
trading post Iin what 1s now the state of Indiana.

Fort Qulatencn was establ ished by the French in 1717 as
a military ocutpost to prevent British expansion into the
Ohic and Wabash country. With an apbundance of fur-bearing
animals in the area, the fort served as a trading post and a
stopping point for the voyageurs from Guetec. French
missicnaries also converged on Cuiatenocn hoping to convert
the Indians. The fort grew and prospered between 1720 and
1760. The fort fell into the hands of the British during
the French and Indian War. In 1763 Ottawa Chief Pontiac
attacked and captured elght frontier posts, including
Quiatenon. Pontiac’s control of Qulatencn came to an end
when he signed a treaty with the British in 1765. Follewing

this period the fort was not regarriscned. [t remained a



small French trading and trapping settlement with a large
Indian community nea;by. A British agent occupied the post
briefly in 1778, but abandonded the fort to George Roagers
Clark’s mén. Governor Henry Hamilton stopped at the fort in
1778 with his plan to recapture Vincennes. For a while
atter the Revclutionary War, the fort remained a settlement
for a smail number of French. Indians met at Ouiatenon and
actually used the fort as a staging ground for raids on
Kentucky settlers., Inhablitants of the fort evacuated the
post in 1786 for fear of their lives. Finally President
George Washington ordered the fort burned in 1791.

Each fall the Tippecanoe County Historical Assoclation
SpONsSors a two-day celepration. the Feast of the Hunters”
Moon. Participants reenact varlous aspects of French,
Indian. and British llfe at the fort. Craftsmen create,
display, and sell wares typical of the era. Demonstrations
and ceremonies recreate activities of the time. Vovageurs
padcle down the Wabash River to symbolize the arrival of
French fur traders. In addition to the activities on the
grounds, the Blockhouse Museum is open featuring a display
depicting the history of the post

A trip to the Feast of the Hunters” Moon, then, can
serve as a culminating activity for studentls who have been
investigafing 18th cesntury llfe around & French fur trading

post.
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Fourth-grade students will take part in a festival such
as the‘Feast of the Hunters” Moon and will take photo-
graphs of activities that represent life as It was at

Fort Quiatenon in the 17007's,

Fourth-grade students will categorize photos and make
photo essays to show varlious aspects of life at a
French fur trading paost.

Categories may lnclude crafis, foods, arrival of the
vovageurs, British drlll teams, fur trading, Indlan

iife, andsor costumes of the period.

Fourth-grade students will write essays explalnlng how
the Feast of the Hunters® Moon reenacts life at a fur

trading post.

Fourth-grade students will prepare a bulletin board
displaving the photo essays and written essays about

the Festival.

TEACHING STRATEGIES:

J

Students will read and discuss textbooks accounts of

the French fur trading era.

Students will view Trapvers and Traders, a video
explaining the relaticnship between the French Traders

and the Indian Trappers.



Students will listen actively as the teacher reads

A . Totem for Ti-Jacques, a historical fietion

adventure of a young French bay who traveled the

Wabash River to joln hls father at Fort Quiatenon.

Students will attend the Feast of the Hunters” Mcon
to experience life as it was in the 1700°s.
Due Lo the size of the crowds at the Feast,
students will go to the Feast with their
parents. They will go either Saturda& or
Sunday. depending on thelr family s schedule,
Arrangements will be made for any child who

needs transportatlion.

Students and/or parents will photocgraph various aspects

of 1ife as depicted at the Festival.,

Students will categorize photos and make photo essays
deplcting aspects of life at the fort.
Volunteer parents will assist with the making
ot the photo essays. The photos will be mounted
on large poster board and will be appropriately
labeled,
Photo essayskmay portray things such as fur
trading, arrival of vovageurs, cratt making.
focd preparation, Indian life, and or Brltish

regiments marching.



¢ Students will write essays describling their ekperiences

at the Feast.
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1. PRE-WRITING ACTIVITIES

After the fcllow-up discussicn of the trip,
students will brailnstorm categories of

words which will be llsted on the chalk-

board by the teacher. The list will include
words about foods, crafts, demonstrations, and
ceremonies. Two other lists will be generated--
one list will lnclude phrases describing the
Festival in general, the other list will iInclude
phrases about the history of the fort.

These lists will recorded on the word processor.
Students will be given copies cof the lists to

use for rough-draft writing.
2. ROUGH-DRAFT WERITING

Studentis will be Instructed tc write five
paragraphs, each paragraph will contain a
minimum of thfee sentences. The essay will
consist of:

Paragraph l--==wwaw- A brief description of

the feast.



Paragraph 2--——===—~ A brief history of the

| fort.

Paragraphs 3 and 4--Choose two categories,
such as food and crafis,
and write a three-
sentence paragraph about
each.

Paragraph H--=wew—w- A concluding paragraph.
Students will write paragraphs | and 2 the first
day. Paragraphs 3 and 4 will be written the second
day. The concluding paragraph will be written the

third davy.
3, WRITING CONFERENCE-REVISION

Small groups of students wlll meet with the
teacher. Each student wiil read his/her
essay. Under the guidance of the teacher,
students wlll suggest ways essays could

be improved. As an alternative to small group
sessions, the teacher could held individual
conferences, or a gualified volunteer parent

could assist In conferencing students.
4, FINAL-DBAFT wRITIHG'

Word processors wlil be utlllzed for flinal-
draft writing. At this time essays should

be checked for correct English mechanics.



Students will arrange photo essays and written essays
on &, bulletin board display and will take part in
¢lass discussicns on varlous aspects of life at

Fort Guiatenon.

EVALUATION

(A8]

The photo essays depicting l1ife around a 1700 French
fur trading post will be evaluated by the students
and teacher together using criteria set up by the

students and teacher.

The written essays will be evaluated for accurary
of information and correct format by the teacher

using professional Jjucdgment.

The bulletin board display will be evaluated by
the students and teacher together using pre-

determined criterta,.
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